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INTRODUCTION. 



I In presenting a new work before the eyes of the pub - 
rf lie, castom seema to have made it nece«Mry that some- 
I thing should be said by way of introduction. The 
j' writer therefore, in this respect, does not intend to be 
j unfashionable ; but, not being like authors in general, 
!i who can truly say of their new or forth-coming work, 
|. ** by the author of this, that, or the other thing ;" amount- 
ing in many instances, to several different publications, 
,; of many volumes each ; he cannot, therefore, make any 
I particular olaime on the public, nor fau ba any sacfa pre- 
tensions. He makes no professions of being a classical 
or a belles-letter scholar ; nor has he ever studied ** the 
f art of book-making,'' as practised and carried on, in 
I the ** mysterious apartments" of the British Museum. 
The incidents arising from the business transactions 
going on, in a highly interesting section of oar country, 
mnd the hardships to which our •* Lake Mariners'* are 
exposed, in a dangerous and increasing inland naviga- 
tion, has been one inducement to lay this before the 
public, in order to place the Lake Seamen upon an 
equal footing; or redeem if possible, a race of the most 
hardy and skillful men from the imputation, which 
) as been often cast upon tbem \^^ \\i«vt N^vBfiL\^\i«s^N^ 
0rn, old in the profession ', l\»3L Nii«^ Nj^\ftV'«v\wN\^'^ 
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■eamen at all ;" when in truth, after they themseh 
had tried the Lakes some one or two seasons, and tak 
lectures from our fresh water ^ctlemen ; the mc 
candid have unirersally acknowledged them to be 
efficient as any other, and that they ought to be rank 
among the most able on the globe. 

The many interesting and melancholy shipwrec 
that haye taken place within the few past years, a: 
the very miraculous preservation of human life in a f( 
instances, has been another inducement for the writ 
to poartray one incident ; with the hope, that some coi 
petent person will take the trouble to collect the fac 
above alluded to, and render justice to the subject, b) 
work that can be made truly interesting. 

The reader will readily draw the conclusion, by 
glance al the title page, that the work is a fiction ; n< 
withstanding the priikCipal incidents as related, a 
facts ; as well as the description of the country, a 
scenery in geneia]. The writer has generally si 
died simple and plain narration in this respect, wil 
out embellishment. On the other hand, he has ende 
vored to be so extravagant in his fiction, that the reac 
can hardly be miitaken iv the perusal. 

The woric wiw hot originally intended for pub]icati< 
but was commenced to make a mere obituary notice 
one who was very unceremoniously bereft of life ; a 
whose intrinsic worth, and glowing virtues, emitted 
it were, a bright halo around the tawny color of 
complexion. It was written under peculiar depress 
of mpiritg, Mttd nioitly daring tbA i.iitann«^\«x^ \a\sv% 
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tween thofo painfal parozismsy caased by one unoof 
the mo0t diBtressing maladies with which mankind have 
ever been afflicted ; and served -in a measure to aid in be- 
guiling the time during the intervals he expended with- 
out pain. Should it afford as much pleasure to the 
mind of the reader, as it has done in whiling away the 
tedious hours of the writer, it will, in a great measure 
i compensate him for his performance. 
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LAKI XAftlNIRa LltTIH TO THII TALK. 



LETTER I. 

mr DEAR FRIEND, 

You have frequently expressed a strong 
desire, and as frequently importuned me with 
more than ordinary solicitude, to give you a de- 
tailed account of my homeward bound passage, 
crossing Lake Huron, in the autumn of 1822, at 
the time I had occasion to visit the Western 
Territories, bordering upon this Union. And al- 
though the circumstances which then and then 
occurred, may be quite uninteresting to you, 9 
thtfe was nothing more singular during the pa 
gage, than what might possibly occur to any o^ 
cor person pursuing the same route at that incle 
ut seluon of the year ; but as I at that time 
larienc^ lome trials, the recollection of w' 
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I have not even the most slight desire to cherial 
nor can I totally obliterate those painful scene 
from my memory ; and as you have so repeal 
edly urged the relation, I therefore comply wil' 
your request : I do this with the more pleasure 
inasmuch as this request, has emanated from tl^ 
juvenile companion of my early days ; from nt^ 
youthful friend, and from the unaltered and un 
changed friend of my more mature years— eve] 
the same, sympathising with me in adversity 
and alike rejoicing in prosperity. Ever keeping 
alive, and cherishing those friendly civilities 
whether absent or present, so well calculated tc 
make life desirable. And when I reflect upoi 
this long unbroken friendship, I cannot but some- 
times think that life is, nevertheless, a blessing. 
But, I presume you do not desire, nor expect 
me to moralize upon this occasion ; I shall there- 
fore be brief and proceed. But should I make 
digressions from the narration, I shall hope that 
they may not be uninteresting. 
An unexpected and perplexing occurrence 

detained me at Green Bay much longer than 

was desirable ; or, than I could have anticipated ; 

at length however, I embaikedLOXibo^.td one oi 

the Lake schooners upon my YvoTi«rw^x\\ia«a 

passage. 
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Not any thing remarkable or worthy of note 
occurred during this run of two hundred and 
fifty miles; except, that we passed through 
" deaths door.** 

This is the name of one of the channels at the 
entrance from Green Bay into Lake Michigan, 
and is said to have derived this significant name 
from the circumstance of a large party of In- 
dian Warriors, being in pursuit of their enemies 
(some years since) on board their birchen 
canoes, all perished in this passage by a sud- 
den and an unparalleled tempest; hence the 
name. 

We left Lake Michigan on the morning of 
our third day out, with a fresh wind from the 
westward, which wafted us rapidly down the 
Straits connecting the two Lakes, passed to lee- 
ward of a low point covered with white pebbles, 
in the rear of which were a few temporary 
buildings ; and the still more temporary lodges 
of the natives, detached along the beach, which 
together with the towering clifis, forms a highly 
picturesque and romantic appearance. 

We *' rounded too'* in the Bay, and let go an 
anchor in three fathoms wal^T^m^it^V^^^^'^* 
bles length of the shore, iuM\>ea\i^ai\^«KA.'»^^'^ 
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Bay, as perhaps there is on the Globe ; at th 
Island of Michilimakinack pronounced " Mac 
kinaw," the English name of which is ** Grea 
Turtle." 

This Bay is much in the shape of the cur^ 
of the inner part of a horse shoe, open only t 
the North East, and the water so clear, tha 
the pebbles may be distinctly counted at the bol 
torn in three fathoms water, in calm weathei 
It is worthy of notice also, that the waters of a 
these Western Lakes are remarkable for thei 
singular purity and coldness, throughout th 
warmest seasons of the year. 

Here too, the shore is so bold that a ship maste 
may veer away his cable, haul his vessel alon] 
side one of the most clean and beautiful lim« 
stone beaches perhaps on the Globe, (immedi 
ately abreast the village) discharge his cai 
go with the aid of a plank, and haul oflf again t 
his anchor, at his leisure or convenience. 

A small village is laid out, (upon the Wes 
side of the Bay) and rudely built, after the ten: 
porary Canadian French custom. The Bay i 
sheltered by the village and highlands in tb 
rear, and by towering and rocky clifis from th* 
N.N.W. toIJ.N.E.; the South and Southeaa 
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is sheltered by two Islands ; the Northeast is )as 
I have before observed) open, and exposed to 
the occasional rude surges of the majestic 
** Lake Huron." 

A garrisoned fort is situated upon an emi- 
nence to the Northward, which overlooks the 
town and commands the harbor. 

The Island presents a high, sterile, and roman- 
tic appearance : but has ever been considered 
an important post by different Governments 
which have had it in possession. By the natives 
it has been considered a favourite spot of the 
•* Great Spirit," and under his peculiar care ; 
bv hostile tribes it has ever been considered 
sacred, and neutral ground. That neutrality has 
no doubt been as honorably sustained, as by any 
neutral Port of the civilized nations of the 

earth, and perhaps will appear more so, should 
we make the comparison by examples. It has 
been a place of great resort by the natives, long 
anterior to the knowledge of the Europeans. 
And after the French took possession, the na- 
tives finding a market for their furs and peltries, 
it became more a place of trade, but that neu- 
trality between hostile tribes is still sustained. 
This place, like many others, has undergone 
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changes and revolutions at different periods, I 
tween the different tribes of natives and 1 
French, between the French and English, 1 
tween the natives and English, the English a 
Americans, the natives and Americans. Tree 
after treaty has been made and ratified up 
this favorite Island of the natives ; the Fort I 
been surprised, taken, and retaken at seve: 
difierent times ; and in 1763 was surprised by 
ingenious stratagem, and a general masslac 
took place, in which every white person was 
humanly butchered, with the exception of a s 
itary individual — Mr. Henry, whose men^o 
were published in England, soon after that tri 
ical event. 

A respectable and intelligent gentleman, lo 
time a resident there, informed me that in : 
moving the earth for a cellar, or any thing 
that nature, where the town is now situat 
they universally disturb " the ashes of the dea 
by disintering human bones ; which the old 
natives do not presume to give any traditio 
account of whatever, or even express an opini 
Does this not speak strongly for the antiquity 
the place? Then why, may it not be call 
^* classic ground ?" No doubt if some of the po] 
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lar writers of the day should pay it a visit, and 
give a passing notice of events that have long 
since transpired, they might render it as truly 
80, as the islands of thjB Archipelago, or the 
Hellespont. 

Here the Poet may feast his imagination, the 
artist his eye, the antiquarian and geologist may 
each find business, as v^ell as men of science 
and research in general. The island is situated 
' between 45°, and 46° north latitude, is nine miles 
in circumferencey and its summit four hundred 
and seventy feet above the surface of the sur- 
rounding waters ; destitute of timber, with the 
exception of saplings of the poplar, white birch 
and shrubs of fir, spruce, cedar and juniper ; and 
is of itself a very great natural curiosity, situa- 
ted in the Straits which connect two immense 
inland seas ; and composed of rocky and tower- 
ing cliffs, that seem to frown and bid defiance 
. to the art or enterprise of man. 

Upon this island, there are also curiosities ; 
Ist, Robertsons folly (so called) 2d, the arched 
. rock, not unlike the natural bridge in Virginia, 
f 8d, sugar loaf, which is an immense rocky cone, 
ii much in shape of the article, the name of which 
-I it bears, its altitude upwards of one hundred 
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feet ; diameter at the base, from sixty to sev€ 
the summit is inaccessible. 

Lastly, an immense rock, called the '^ scull re 
situated upon quite an elevated part of the 
and. In this rock there is a cave, and when 
discovered, contained large quantities of hu 
bones, v^hich, have been gradually decreai 
they being removed by the hands of the cuz 
stranger, as he pays his occasional visits. 

The inhabitants, are composed mostly oi 
Canadian French, intermingled with the nati 
who subsist principally by fishing, Afewtra 
take up a summers residence here, but sel 
pass a winter, as the trade has very mucl 
minished of late years, oviring to the very f 
erful monopoly of the "American FurCompa 
Different fur companies have had very es 
sive establishments upon the island; a < 
pany, formerly called the North West Cor 
ny, and subsequently another, called the S 
West, or Mackinaw Company, have each i 
an immense and extensive business in 1 
time. 

The American Fur Company have no 
very heavy, and extensive establishment i 
the island ; their traders, after receiving i 



LAKE HURON. 15 

out-fits, leave early ia the autumn, separating 
through the diflFerent Lakes, and by various 
routes up most of the tributary streams, crossing 
portages and penetrating into the interior, near- 
ly or quite as far as the ''Rocky Mountains :" and 
commonly make their returns in the suc- 
ceeding month of July. 

During the charming summers which they 
have here ; it is a place of very considerable 
resort, the atmosphere being very clear and 
salubrious. At these seasons of the year 
the companies' ware houses are again open- 
ed, where a person may see as extensive busi- 
ness operations transacted for near three months, 
as there probably may be, at any house of equal 
magnitude in the Union. 

The head quarters of this company, have re- 
cently been removed to the rapids of St. Ma- 
ry's. 

You shall hear from me again very soon. 

Adieu, M. 
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LETTER II. 



BEAR FEIEND, 

I forgot to mention to you in my ] 
that on my arrival at Mackinaw in Augu! 
forwarded my baggage by the vessel in whi< 
had taken passage, to Greed Bay, my plac< 
destination ; retaining but two or three chan 
of linen, expecting soon to overtake my efR 
at the Bay. I had a great anxiety to visit L 
Superior ; an opportunity at this time offerir 
could not think of foregoing it ; I therefore < 
barked the next day, for the " Sault de St. J 
ryV where I arrived in two days. St. Mai 
contains a garrison'd fort, in fine order ; the 

lage, which is small, is situated higher up 

• 

river, and built much the same as Mackinc 
K few of the Chipewa Indian wigwstms are 
uated on a point still higher up, and very n< 
the foot of the rapids. The place has a beaut 
and romantic appearance ; the inhabitants s 
mist principally by fishing, ^xvd ^^^ar very 
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dolent ; the country is cold and sterile ; the sea- 
. sons too short to produce com : potatoes, and 
most of the summer vegetables, thrive v^ell. 
Fruit trees do not flourish ; in fact, the climate is 
extremely inhospitable. A tribe of Indians cal- 
led the "ChipewaV* inhabit the borders and 
interior country of Lake Superior, and are alto- 
gether the finest and most cleanly looking race 
of Indians I have ever met with; much lighter 
coloured than any other of the tribes, and but a 
trifle darker than white men, very large, stout, 
and muscular ; are very hospitable and kind to 
strangers. 

This, and the neighbouring tribes, have been 
at war, over two hundred years, so says their 
tradition ; which is confirmed by those who are 
conversant and long been residents among them : 
in fact, so long have they been hostile, that they 
do not pretend to know any thing about the cor- 
rect time when hostilities commenced. 

Two days stay at St. Mary's satisfied me, 
soon passed away, and that too very inter- 
estingly. As every thing was so diflferent and 
foreign from what I had previously witnessed, 
I could not help thinking of the expression which 
I had often heard made, that <*one half the world, 
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knew not how the other half subsis 
think the remark very appropriate, ar 
cable to these people. 

An opportunity again offering, I er 

with one of the Indian traders up Lak 

rior, on a kind of Windmill, or Don Qi 

expedition, with the few changes I had 

and travelling to a country where I a 

. no supplies, and where money was i] 

little or no use ; there being neither b 

brokers, nor hardly any commodity ths 

be exchanged for this *' root of all c 

which in fact, I have ever considered 1 

source of all good. In this situation, I 

and as there were no more traders comi 

that season, I had but a small chance of r 

the way I went. However, onward 

word, and at the expiration of the n 

from St. Mary's, I found myself at the 

Kaweenoon Bay. Having had much 

weather and privation during the passa 

gan to imagine that I had seen enoug 

Prince of Lakes, and that I would n 

seek the " Peerless Dulcinea Del Tobo; 

inhospitable and sterile a clime ; but r 

best way to where my effects had b 
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9 

with the least possible delay ; beginning very 
sensibly to feel the want of those comforts, to 
which I had long been accustomed. 

Near the head of this Bay, was a trading es- 
tablishment, kept by an American ; to him I re- 
sorted for information and advice, with respect 
to the best route for me to pursue to get to Green 
Bay. As there was not the least possible chance 
of getting a passage to St. Mary's, at that sea< 
son of the year, by the way of the Lake, which I 
came ; and the distance being much greater by 
water than by land to Green Bay ; besides, had 
I went to St. Mary's, I should had to travel 
three hundred and fifty miles, before I could 
reach the Bay. After a detention of five 
days however, it was concluded and resolved 
upon, that my best method would be to take a 
guide, and traverse the wilderness, a distance 
of seven days march, to the Fox River, which 
. would lead me directly to my place of destina- 
? tion. As I had not any time to loose nor spare ; 
I urged my friend to find some trusty good fel- 
low, that would undertake the task, which he 
did ; and furnished me with a stout Chipewa 
Indian Chief, that acquitted himself with much 
ability, and credit to himself, and very much to 
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my satisfaction ; and for which I have ever felt 
grateful to my generous friend. 

After being assured of the fidelity of my guide 
I set out, (my friend the trader accompanying us 
the first day, and encamping with us at nightt) 
with my guide, who could not speak a syllable 
of English, nor I hardly a word of his language* 
through a trackless forest of, (as they said) ** sev- 
en days march ;** which by the bye, was to me 
a ^ Herculean" labour of sixteen days, before I 
reached my point of destination. 

My guide was kind to me, and rendered 
every assistance in his power ; and when our 
provisions were falling short, his rifle supplied 
us, there being a great abundance of game. 

That part of the country bordering on the 
Lake, which came under my observation, ^as 
universally, and without an exception, of a very 
barren appearance. 

But after leaving the Lake a few miles, it as- 
sumes a different aspect; and instead of those 
tedious and dreadful thickets of the fir, spruce, 
cedar and juniper, we found ourselves travenh 
ing a fine timbered country; consisting of the ma* 
pie, beach, basswood, black-walnut, and in fact 
every variety of timber that I had been accus* 
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tomed to see, in what are called fine countries of 
land ; the face of the country, generally speak- 
ing, level, but sufficiently undulating to make 
the travelling pleasant and interesting ; and al- 
though it was at a dry seasSn of the year, we 
found plenty of excellent water, passed several 
small Lakes, and quite a number of very sizea- 
ble streams. The coasts of all these Lakes are 
bordered with tremendous thickets, as far as 
they came under my observation. The river, 
from Lake Huron to Superior, is much the same, 
but more variegated ; passing through several 
small Lakes, interspersed with Islands, and rap- 
ids, bounded with rocky cliffs; the scenery 
changing alternately from the picturesque, to 
the romantic and sublime, which makes the trav- 
elling very interesting. 

In order to illustrate the hardy and daring 
character of the natives which inhabit this sec- 
tion of country, the following incident may be 
relied upon as a fact, and actually occurred near 
the place where I landed at Kaweenoon Bay » 
I hope, it may not be uninteresting to you. 

During my detention at the Bay ; I became 
acquainted with a Chipewa chief, whose name 
was Magilverie \ he was a half breed, and much 




thought of by the tribe, vas an exceOent honter, 
and in every respect a very active man. A 
brother of his, (also a chief) was more auccess- 
ful in the chose than the former ; who becomii^ 
envious and jealous, shot the latter, and killed 
him. The tribe, incensed at ' the outrage, caDed 
loudly for vengeance ; but as Magilverie was a 
great favourite, an able and an efficient ch)e( 
they would not consent to spare him, but some of 
the tame family, or blood, they must have ; they 
accordingly led one of his blood cousins out to 

. the sacrifice, and Magilverie was restored to 

favour.* 

The succeeding winter, Magilverie went 

upon a fishing excursion out on Lake Superior. 

^ Their method of taking fish in the winter, is by 

i cutting a hole through the ice, and erecting a 

i bough house or tent over it ; the fisherman takes 

a horizontal position, and looking intently in tbe 

water within the enclosure, having an artificial 

i bait for a decoy (attached to a line) in one hand, 

i and a spear in the other; he sinks his bait into 

the water, and giving it an occasional jerk, it 

* There are muiy incident! to be collected ftom 
thia hif hijr ploHin; eouotiy, which are very iotentt- 
inir. utd which remun vet nnehraii' 
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darts alternately one way, and then another ; 
moving to all intents and purposes like a small 
fish: the large trout (of the Lake) coming for 
their prey, are struck with the spear, and thus 
secured. In this situation, our Chief, Hero, Fish- 
erman, Fratricide 6lc^ had placed himself ; hav- 
ing been unsuccessful during the day, and look- 
ing intently in the water for a victim, began to 
imagine that it was growing lighter, although late 
in the day, and near or about sunset ; he arose 
and discovered that the wind had shifted, sep- 
arated the ice from the main body, and found 
himself going to sea on Lake Superior, upon one 
part of it, in the month of Febuary, without 
any means of subsistence whatever ; he had but 
one moment to decide, what course to pursue : 
he stripped himself, plunged into the angry ele- 
ment, swam several rods to the main body, 
crawled out, and travelled between three and 
four miles to the shore ; making a vain attempt 
to rekindle a fire where he had one in the morn- 
ing ; but being equally unsuccessful in this, as 
he had been in fishing, his feet becoming very 
painful and much swollen, he took the remain- 
ing and only garment he had left firom his loins, 
bound up his feet with it, set out and travelled 



i 
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through a dense thicket, three miles furt 
his Wigwham.* But I am aware that I s\ 
get through my narrative, unless I forsa 
digression. 

To proceed then ; after a few days dei 
at Mackinaw, with an expectation of re( 
freight ; but before this object could be i 
plished, a strong gale set in from the 
which created a very heavy swell in the 
in consequence of which, we were pre 
from getting to sea near three days af 
vessel was ready. 

At length however, wc left this favour! 
of the natives, (late in the month of Nove 
i^jjHtkJight airs from the Westward, the sk] 
cast with dark and . low running clouds, i 
prospect and strong hope, that a Northwcs 
would very soon set in, and waft us throu 
Lake in the course of twenty-four, or thi 
hours. 

Our fond hope, however, was soon d 
. by the succession of a perfect and dead 



* Shall I presume to ask the impious qucs 
Why did not him, who ^verns the seasons, ru 
Thunder, controls the elements, at this most a^ 
MU^ avenge himself at once upon the fratricide? 
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accompanied with so dense a fog, that it was 
I impossible to see the length of the vessel, or 
k even the mast heads. 

f\ In this unpleasant dilemma, we remained sev- 
eral hours; and as fogs were known to be al- 
ways prevalent at that season of the year, upon 
I these waters ; and frequently as durable as on 
/ the Banks of Newfoundland, the Captain order- 
ed the boat ahead, and towed the vessel to the 
.^ Southward, until finding himself in eight fathoms 
f Water, let go his anchor, in order to preserve 
his position as ne^r as possible ; apprehending 
^ that it might come on to blow before the clear- 
ing up of the fog, and he not knowing his pre- 
cise situation, might possibly steer a course 
that would bring him in with the land at a time 
^d place, that would be truly undesirable. 

Early in the morning got ** under weigh," with 
light airs from the Northeast, stood " off and on" 
during the day ; what wind we had died away- 
at 2 P. M., and left us again in the " doldrums :" 
the weather lighting up, a little before sunset, 
We got a view of the land, but not sufSciently 
distinct to distinguish what place it was. 

This night like the preceding, was extremely 
darky with a continuation of light airs ahead ; 
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*< stood off** during the night, the wind beiu^ 
very light, we made but little way through the 
water. 

In the morning about nine o'clock, we were 
very pleasantly surprised at the sight of the fore-* 
top gallant sail of a vessel, with the head of her 
topmast distinctly visible in the air ; the fog be- 
ing so dense, not any thing of her hull or lower 
rigging could be seen, although near at hand, 
bearing directly down, and close on board of us : 
she was hailed, and proved to be the schooner 

Capt bound to Mackinaw and 

Green Bay. The weather continuing calm, a 
line was passed, hauled along side, we break- 
fasted together without the trouble of lowering 
away the boats. There is a peculiar pleasure 
in a meeting of this kind, particularly when so 
unexpected ; and although a stranger to the par- 
ties, I nevertheless participated, and enjoyed 
myself in the familiar and friendly interchange 
of civilities. 

Here were recounted the various incidents 

that had occurred since they left Port, together 

with many others during the season ; several 

of which were, not only interesting, but very 

amusing. Poring this time, each one of the offi- 
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cers took a kind of half indifferent look at the 
rigging of each vessel, alternately making their 
remarks with respect to the different manner in 
which vessels arc fitted ; as well as upon the 
penuriousness of owners, in not finding their ves- 
sels well. 

Any thing respecting seamanship you know I 
have been fond of; hence you will very read- 
ily draw the conclusion, that I must have been 
quite gratified with the conversation. I was, and 
more particularly so too, on reflecting upon the 
chances or probabilities of so rare, unexpected 
and so pleasant a meeting. At half past eleven 
the wind freshened : the observation had been 
previously made however, that *• the sun was 
over the fore yard ;" and as the tim^ had some- 
what elapsed, and the wind freshening ; and as 
we were upon the crisis of parting, it was acci- 
dentally discovered that the ^ main brace" had 
become " stranned ;" it was carefully " spliced,'* 
we "cast off," and bade them adieu; they leaving 
us with a flowing sheet, and we contending 
against adverse winds. 

Truly Your's, 

M. 
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LETTER III. 



DEAJL J- 



By my last letter, you learned that I wa 
contending with adverse winds, but by no mean 
for the first time in my life ; as you must be we 
aware, but to proceed. 

In the aftemocm of the next day, we had re 

peated and heavy peals of thunder to the Wes 

'ward ; weather thick and foggy, not any land t 

%e seen, the thunder continuing ; this was, and i 

■. always considered a perfect land mark for th 

" Thunder Bay Islands,^ (by those who navigat 

those waters) when the land is not visible. Th 

place which bears this significant name consisi 

of a group of islands, interspersed with bay] 

and situated on the western side of the Lake 

where it seldom ceases Thundering in winte 

or summer, day or night : this you may perhap 

think a fiction, but it is nevertheless an aston 

ishing {blcU One thing more I think worthy o 

not0 f there are no soundings to be obtained ii 
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Lake Huron ; with the exception, of a rocky 
middle ground extending about fifteen miles in 
the Lake off this place, which carries six fath- 
oms over it : with this exception, there is no 
soundings to be had; or should a ship master be 
fortunate enough to get soundings, with a cast of 
the lead, his good fortune would in all proba- 
bility be immediately succeeded by a "mis ;" and 
his misfortune would be ; to have his jib-boom 
brousing among the thickets, his vessel out of 
her element, and hard upon the rocks. 

The succeeding morning there was a slight 
^* heave of the sea," setting from the southward 
and west, which increased so much during the 
day, that at sunset it became unpleasant The 
weather was calm, with a humid, cold, and 
consequently unpleasant atmosphere. The 
Captain anxioudy paced the quarter deck, but 
there was nothing to break in upon this mohoto- 
jfy^ except the usual exclamations of seamen at 
such times, of " Blow d — ^J,** &c., and occasion- 
ally a tremulous scream from the wild fowl 
that were constantly hovering over, or revel- 
ling in their aquatic sports in large quantities 
around ufl» 
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The ** heavy ground swell" as the sea 
termed it ; increased, and the succeeding da 
the afternoon, became very heavy ; the v( 
rolling gunwale too at every surge, for wa; 
wind to keep her steady, was by no mc 
calculated to add to the comfort and co 
nience of the passengers, say nothing a 
the anxious solicitude with which our Capt; 
mind was agitated ; for the result of the 
threatening, and impending storm; and the st 
of his vessel. 

At three in the afternoon the fog disappea 
but the sky was still overcast with thick, c 
and low clouds, which moved rapidly to 
northeast : a high promontory appeared at ( 
a distance off our starboard quarter, which 
pronounced to be " Highland's Sauble." 
captain at the same time remarking, thai 
should have the wind out of the Bay (Sagi 
Bay) before morning. "This heavy anc 
creasing ground swell has not been upon 
Lake two days for nothing." "'Tis sur 
come," added the mate ; •* and we are sur 
have enough of him, too, sir." The protra 
and uncomfortable calm, with such dense 
together with the unpleasant and dead re 
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the vessel ; had become so truly irksome, that 
we would almost have given what our seamen 
were occasionally promising, provided we could 
have any thing like a change, — ^no matter what it 
was ; or how hard it blew, if it would but blow, 
seemed to be tlie prevailing desire throughout 
the ship's company. 

In the afternoon the flying-jib was unbent, the 
men were sent aloft to unrig and send down the 
foretop-sail ; the fore-yard was also settled 
away, and well secured by " rolling lashings ;" 
[ the Topmast struck, and in fact, the whole top- 
hamper sent down and secured ; the captain, at 
the same time remarking, that he " liked to 
have every thing snug,** 

At nine in the evening I laid aside my book, 
and went upon deck ; but do not recollect ever 
having witnessed so dark a night. The dead 
calm and silence still reigned, with the excep- 
tion of an occasional scream from the wild fowl ; 
and the noise made by the vessel thrashing her 
k huge channels into the water, as she roWd hea- 
vily from side to side. My eye was soon at- 
tracted by a bright light, resembling a flame. 
Upon the cross-trees of the foremast. What is 
that light? I eagerly interrogated: Comprosant, 
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replied the mate. Immediately anotl 
ed, and yet another ; and in a few n 
whole rigging was brilliantly illumi 
apparently in a blaze, with a kind 
light, that was very interesting ; alt 
superstitious forebodings of the cre^ 
mirably well calculated to make th( 
terrific. But why, how, or for wha 
these brilliant messengers should hav 
themselves upon us, at this anxious a 
ing moment, there was not any ol 
presume to assign a reason. 

These lights may scientifically, c 
philosophically, be called meteors, a] 
no means an uncommon phenomenor 
they, strictly speaking, common, but 
ally pay a friendly visit to the " Lake 
while navigating these highly interes 
seas. I have subsequently witnesse 
dark nights, immediately preceding 
storm ; and more frequently prec( 
during severe gales of wind. Instanc 
relate, but my letter becoming al: 
prolix, I must forbear. Had they h 
omen of total destruction, as the crev 
tjcated; all those who had ever witne 
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would have long since been numbered among 
those who have preceded us; consequently, there 
^never could have been any persons left to re- 
port that such lights had ever made an appear- 
ance. 

The captain hastily paced the quarter deck 

and observed, with a good deal of emphasis ; 

J- we shall have wind, and plenty of it too, before 

f morning; but adding, **we are prepared to 

meet whatever may come,** His words were 

verified: for 



i 



I " Next morn a Storm came on at Four." 
1- " Fare thee well." 



a' 



M. 



•} 
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LETTER IV. 

" Next mom a Storm came on at Four," 
My dear Friend, 

If I recollect, this, was the borrowed 
closing expression of my last letter to you. 
storm had been some time anticipated, anc 
though I had experienced much bad weath< 
had as yet never witnessed a genuine f 
water or Lake Gale ; I therefore felt an a 
ety to see one ushered in, in due form. Sooi 
ter the relief of the starboard watch at foi 
the morning ; according to previous arra; 
ment, I was summoned by the mate ; at the s 
time the word was passed and reiterated, 
hands," " all hands," upon deck, &c. 

I was soon upon deck, but could obs< 

nothing remarkably different in the appears 

of the weather, from what it had been the 

vloas evening, except the extreme dark 

^/latprevailcd. Anda smgvA^vx Vxtv^^l^^ 

ness or infrpaticncc of iVve cte^ , n^VvJcv w 
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to forebode all was not exactly right, or at least 
• that they were not altogether satisfied. There 
Was also a distant kind of "sullen roar," not un* 
like what I have occasionally witnessed prece- 
ding a thunder gust : a light soon made its ap- 
pearance, and arose rapidly from the Southwest. 
Yonder he comes, says the mate ; the captain 
at the same time giving directions to his men 
to have every thing doubly secure ; a hissing 
noise succeeded, which was followed by a light 
breeze ; I remarked that it was nothing of any 
consequence. The breeze increased to a gale, 
and in five minutes blew a perfect hurricane, 
accompanied with rain and hail ; the swell too, 
which had been two days practicing, seemed to 
have improved remarkably ; and as had been an- 
ticipated, the wind came "out of the Bay," the 
mouth of which, being forty miles in width. The 
swell coming from the Bay and meeting that of 
the Lake, created a very bad cross sea ; and 
we being off about the centre of the Bay's mouth, 
were in about as fair a situation as we could 
possibly select, to take the very worst of it. 
The vessel was immediately hove too under a 
balance reefed mainsail and lve^.d o{ Isax ^^^ 
with her sterboard tacks on \iOMdL, \ift^^\SN%^^ 
the land, wind S. W. 
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Our flying jib boom was soon carried axraj^, 
even with the bowsprit cap, by the vessel's p/un^ 
ging into the trough from a heavy sea. The boat, 
which was hoisted snug and well secured wit^^ 
gripes to the stern davits, soon shared a similar 
fate, by a sea which broke and expended its 
fury upon our starboard quarter. 

The Captain bore the whole with much pa- 
tience; notwithstanding, his anxious look and 
knitted brow indicated very plainly that he was 
not altogether quite as well satisfied as he would 
have been, had the wind been from a different 
direction, and he scudding with a flowing sheet, 
„ dead before it.** 

He was a man of very fine and splendid ap- 
pearance in every respect ; and the kind good- 
ness of his heart seemed not to cast a libel upotf 
his noble exterior ; mild in his manners, and 
much of the gentleman in his deportment ; of 
middle age, and good size. His nautical skill, 
and ability as a seaman, I think could not in the 
least have been brought into question, after 
having so gallantly, and so ably surmounted the 
various trials and difficulties with which we had 
been beset, during our uncommonly boisterous 
and perAoxjM passage through the Lake. 
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le this as it may, I had become convinced 
t he could not be intimidated without a 
ise. He had, at a former period, buffeted 
storms of the Atlantic, and had traversed the 
t Pacific in pursuit of the whale, with suc- 
s. This is not the whole, for he had more 
n once faced the enemies of his (our) country, 
m the "briny deep ;" and, he had also borne 
onspicuous part on board the " van ship" of 
squadron at the time they so nobly met the 
itile foe upon Lake Erie ; and was the first 
•son who volunteered their services to join : 
1 actually had charge of the boat that convey- 
his intrepid and gallant commander, (after 
ship had become disabled,) with his "broad 
ndant," from the flag ship to that of the next 
command, and which finally decided the fate 
that memorable conflict. 
The mate was a genuine son, and no doubt 
ucatcd in the school of his father, " Neptune;** 
trusty, true, and careful hard weather sea- 
m. He, could eat his allowance, drink his 
og, Qhcw his tobacco; nor would he ever 
sitatc swearing when provoked ; able and 
illing to do his duty at all times ; and when on 
ore, appeared truly to enjoy himself, in ex- 
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pending his hard earnings with those personi 
termed his friends ; whom, by the bye, \v 
nothing more nor less than designing kna 
practising upon the creduUty of a person t 
had found to be not only generous, but libc 
almost to a fault. 

He was deliberate, mild and pleasant ii 
deportment. His voice was not dissimila 
that of many other seamen with whom 1 1: 
been acquainted, — ^hoarse, but sonorous, an 
pleasant withal, that it was truly interestin 
hear him. 

The following circumstance, or relation, 
perhaps serve further to illustrate the chara 
of him who had endeared himself to us, b] 
ability, judgment, and activity ; and at a 
too, when our affairs appeared quite despe: 
as well as rapidly approaching, not only an 
pleasant, but a. Qielancholy crisis ; and v 
prudence required that something should in 
diately be done, and judgment demanded all 
exertions : — When consternation, although 
exactly manifested, was strongly depicted u 
countenance of each one present ; and whei 
liberating at the board of consultation, to k 
what further steps could be taken for our S2 
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and preserrationi he turned his, and one of the 
most genuine hard weather-looking faces I erer 
•beheld ; and with a perfect nonchalance orindif- 
fei-ence with regard to our sufferings, although 
tenderly alive for every thing that interested 
the vessel, as well as those on board. His ap- 
parent indiflbrence at once dispelled our fears : 
having not any himself, he had no panics to pro- 
pagate to others. • • • After some mo- 
ments' reflection, he broke his silence : ** Well, 
sir, (addressing himself to the Captain,) you de- 
sire my opinion ; which is, that we are now on, 
have been in, under, and all over Lake Huron : 
we have rode out one gale with-a few, and by 
no means trifling disasters ; we have weather- 
ed a second with much fatigue and distress ; 
our ship is badly encumbered, and gradually 
sinking with immense masses of ice, which we 
have no possible means to relieve or extricate 
ourselves from ; our mainmast is badly sprung, 
our fore-boom gone, and our foresail split ; our 
jib so completely frozen, " we can't use him ;" 
our leak, sir, is very bad, and the pumps in as 
bad order ; the men are nearly exhausted with 
&tigue, and badly frost-bitten ; so much so, that 
were we in Port, they would not only be pro- 



t- 



noQDced unfit for duty, but they would grace 
the walls of a Hospital much better than tbey 
could perform the duties of seamen in comfort 
able weather, say nothing about what we hare 
to contend witli : should a third gale succeed, 
it must either carry us into the mouth of the 
river, on shore, or to H*** ; at the same Utne 
eagerly biting off and chewing huge pieces oi 
tobacco, and ejecting large quantities of the 
juice from between his upper front teeth. 

The balance of the crew consisted of threi 
good and able-bodied seamen, who were wil- 
ling, attentive, watchful, and ever ready at i 
call ; also a very interesting mulatto man, who 
officiated as steward, cook, &.c, &c. 

The passengers consisted of a youngerly Eft 
glishman, upon a tour of pleasure, and trulj 
appeared to be in the very zenith of the enjoy 
ment of life, in fine health and spirits, and hat 
a peculiar faculty in communicating those plea 
sant feelings, in a great measure, to all those ii 
his company. Notwithstanding there has been 
and still there m, much said about our havm^ 
been placed i^j a " troublesome world ;" yet i 
this wai even ^e factt we involuntarily forgot i 
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middle aged fine looking pions gentleman, ^ho 
had much to say about the salvation of our souls 
through "the Redeemer," was quite gloomy, 
and at times appeared to be much more inte- 
rested about our spiritual and eternal welfare, 
than we were ourselves. His conversation and 
demeanor was well calculated to produce an 
opposite effect upon our spirits, from what was 
communicated by our English companion. 

We had excellent reasons, however, for 
doubting his sincerity before we separated. 
An honest, good-natured, dough-faced young 
Dutchman, who was very pleasant, not only 
with the broken manner in which he spoke 
English, but with the constant and repeated 
sallies of genuine wit which he uttered, and of 
which he seemed to possess an inexhaustible 
fund. Also, a raw looking kind of man, from 
the "wooden-nutmeg country,** or "Down East;'* 
a Virginian would have perhaps called him a 
" Jonathan ;*' an Englishman, a " Yankee ;** but 
I found him to be, and called him a genuine 
American. 

The storm was severe, and raged with una- 
bated fury during the day, accompanied with a 
thick mist, and occasioiial gusts of rain and hail ; 
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and so cold withal, that every drop of rain or 
spray that struck the vessel, vv^as immediately 
congealed. 

A dirty and unpleasant night came on. At 
half past ten the captain came below y I was in 
my berth, musing upon the scene before me. 
The cabin was handsomely furnished, well 
lighted, by a large lamp, suspended from the stern 
part of the companion, which extended aft, to 
near the centre, and finished with side lights ; 
making it airy and pleasant. Our cook wa» 
very careful to keep up an equal and pleasant 
temperature, in a small stove, placed in one 
corner ; and upon this occasion he replenished 
it with an extra share of fuel, for the express 
accommodation (as he said) of his captain ; at 
the same time making his customary ejacula- 
tion of " time enough ; I'm time enough." 

The brightness of the light, and pleasa.ut roar 
and snapping of the fire, appeared so truly so- 
ciable, I could not restrain the disposition I had 
to leave my berth, akhou^ the sea was so 
heavy, and the consequent motion of the vessel 
8o violent, that it became necessary to hold on 
at every step,, to secure omt^^\n^^^xwiv iha ia- 
Jary to which we weie ever^ Twswv^xi\.\>sM».* ^ 



upon the one hand was the captain, who had 
just lain aside his stiff and frozen over-coat, 
much in the same shape which it had left his 
person ; on turning, I recognized a face that ap- 
peared as though it might not only have faced 
a ." Zephyr," but an Atlantic storm* 

There is an apparent difference in the deport- 
ment, or cast of character, between the masters 
of a passage or Steam Boat, from those who 
command and navigate the vessels of the Lakes. 
The former make quick passages, have a great 
many cares as well as persons to attend to, be- 
sides the perplexing and frequently arduous du- 
ties of navigating their vessels. They not unfre- 
quently appear at times morose,except to those of 
their immediate acquaintance. The monotonous 
clanking of a steam engine too, is peculiarly well 
adapted to prompt the inquisitive sons of " Jona- 
than," to make their trivial interogations ; 
which although innocent, are nevertheless im- 
pertinent, and at sometimes very troublesome 
obtrusions. Therefore, it is not at all surprising 
that an officer of a passage boat, should occa- 
sionally appear impatient. 

The latter, are commonly \oivg;&T: \x«J&jcw^'»iM5^ 
passages; consequenly tliey YvaN^ xciot^^ivaNa^ 
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their duties not being so perplexing they ar 
more cheerful, and universally reply to 
interogations with pleasure, promptness an 
telligence, 

I asked how the weather was ; the ca 
replied that it continued to blow very hard 
that it was a bad storm, at the same time t 
ing and picking the ice from his dark and n 
whiskers — does it not abate any ? " not i 
leastf we are doing very well however" — 
the vessel leak any ? " not a drop," ** she 
tight and as buoyant as a dish;" this was trul 
pleasing fact, although very deeply laden, 
was a vessel of about seventy tuns burthen 
flpemed to* ride the swell like water foul i 
ling in their wanton play, over the tremci 
sea, that was running at this time in moun 
Our pious friend was praying very au 
in his berth, the Dutchman snoring in his 
Eastern gentleman said nothing ; but the 
stood with his head out of the companion 
muttering curses and imprecations at the w 
er. Our trusty cook lounged upon a locker 
his faithful dog asleep at his feet. And I 
confess that I had nol avsSEicAewX. ^Tvsi.\.\^>c 
ascertain which vras iVve tcvo^V eSvc^^\^ 
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prayers of our pious friend, the rough breath- 
ings of the dutchman, the oaths of the matei or 
the mild and quiet dreams of the faithful and 
honest dog. 

I however arrived at the conclusion, that as 
long as the captain done his duty, and the crew . 
continued obedient, I felt as willing and more so, 
to trust to them for the result, under the guid-* 
ance of Providence, than to the prayers of those 
who began to be a little more than suspected of 
hypocrisy. 

Be these things as they may, I could not re- 
strain my unusually pleasant feelings ; and can 
say, that I truly enjoyed the scene. I therefore 
without the smallest reluctance, joined the cap- 
tain in taking a " glass of grog ;" this, you must 
recollect was previous to my having joined the 
" temperance society ;" in fact, it was at a period 
when our countrvmen were so uncivilized that 
they had not invented, nor even yet thought of 
these highly valuable and truly useful institu- 
tions. 

Nor had the subsequent fashionable medicine 
which had been invented by notorious, and mer- 
cenary empirics, to prey \ipoix iVve ct^4xX>\:^ ^^ 
amnkind at that time superceded \!ftft ^^^^ ^^ 
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There was a sociable, and an inde 
pleasantry at this momentary and eveni; 
so truly exhilarating to the spirits, the 
which I had never before witnessed, ai 
produced so singular an eficct upon n 
that I cannot but cherish the recolIecti( 
among the few, and pleasant hours oi 
Notwithstanding wo were riding out i 
dous adverse gale, upon a boisterous 
my Lake, at an inclement season of t 
an iron bound coast surrounding us, wh 
could hardly have been the possibility o 
upon and live, should we happened to h 
stranded ; and even (in the event) si 
have succeeded in landing, the chance 
preservation would have been small 
should have had to traverse a wild 
twelve or fourteen days march, thr( 
thickets, swamps, rivers, snow 
before we could have reached the ha 
civilized being. 

Our English companion joined us, a 
ved that there was to him an indcscriba 
thing, that appeared unusually pleasar 
together the most social evening he ci 
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]ected witnessing ; touched some pleasant and 
plaintive airs upon his violin : our Dutch friend 
ceased his imoringy and in the act of joining us, 
exclaimed, ^by shure, dis ish like mine home ;** 
at the same time being off his guard, and the 
vessel taking a deep roll he brought up to lee- 
ward, much to his own discomfiture, as well as 
to the annoyance of our praying friend ; and al- 
though perfectly accidental, this man of God 
seemed to have no charity, nor even patience ; 
although a gentlemanly apology had been made, 
and all the explanation given that any reasona- 
ble man could expect, or a gentleman would 
have required. 

«• Sweet Home," 

added our English friend ; at the same time ac- 
companying the air with his violin, in a masterly 
manner. The social glass passed freely ; and 
notwithstanding our frequent interruptions by 
the violent motion of the vessel, the evening 
was whiled away in one sense, as pleasantly as 
if at the domestic fire side. Sentiments accom- 
panied with " the song," freely passed the fes- 
tive board ; and when our American friend was 
called upon, he remarked that he could not 
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'< sing a song,'' nor was he in the habit of making 
speeches, but obsesved he was much attached 
to the profession of a seaman, and that he would 
do injustice to himself if he did not acknowledge 
and cherish the recollection of the friendly ci- 
vilities which he had received from both pas- 
sengers, officers and crew, while being on, 
board ; and that he had a natural and grateful 
feeling too ; which is, and ought to be cherished 
by every grateful American, for one whose 
very name rests deeply in their bosoms, and 
continues to be highly ranked among the 
benefactors of mankind ; and that he should 
therefore propose to give, 

« The Memory of HIM, who firet crossed the Atlantic.'' 

Your unalterable Friend, 

M.- 
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LETTER V. 



M The Memory of HIM, who first crossed the Atlantic." 

DEAR J. 

The above sentiment was responded too, with 
much apparent reflection and feeling. " Christo- 
pher Columbus :" his name will never be forgot- 
ten, but will ever be revered and cherished by all 
genuine seamen and navigators; uttered the 
voice of the second mate from his berth, while 
waking from his sound sleep, as though elec- 
trified by an indirect expression that led the 
mind to the recollection of this truly great, and 
truly unfortunate Gentleman. 

It has often been said, that when a person's 
spirits are elated by natural or artificial means, 
that a depression is sure to succeed; hence, 
many persons keep a restraint upon their feelings 
in life ; constantly apprehending that something 
may occur to forestall their trifling and inno- 
cent enjoyments, and consequently remain gloo- 

E 
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my, and as unfit company for themselves, as 
they are for the society of others. Shall a 
person whose spirits are exhilerated with, or 
without an apparent cause, sit down and affect 
to be melancholy, deny that he feels pleasant, 
apprehending that some unpleasant depression 
may succeed ? interogated our American paif^ 
senger : (who had also joined us) no sir, was 
the universal reply — ** no by shure, (added our 
Dutch friend) let us Uve dis night, may be de 
sun does not get up dumorier." Notwithstand-* 
ing all that has been, or may be said on the sub- 
ject, our enjoyments were very much interrupt- 
ed before the conclusion of the passage, as will 
be seen, by the relation of succeeding events. 

Having lain too, upon the one tack near 
twenty-eight hours, without any material abate- 
ment or variation of the weather ; and judging 
that we were getting pretty near in with the 
British shore; (wind strong and the^ atmosphere 
very thick) it was considered advisable, and the 
order given to " veer ship ;" and at eight in the 
morning it was done; and although every pre- 
caution was taken that human foresight or pin- 
dence could suggest, for the security of every 

^hintr fh/> trpsQAl tntincr n vinlAnt fliircrA nnA ft Aamvt 
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roll to leeward, just at the crisis ; and falling 
suddenly in the trough of the sea, the main boom 
was carried away just abaft the jaws : this was 
truly a disaster ; our aft sails being all import- 
ant, and almost our whole dependence, to keep 
us from a lee shore, should we have been driv- 
en near one. Our boom being gone, of course 
we could not make any use of our mainsail 
whatever. 

The boom however, was securely fished in 
the course of a few hours ; and this spar after- 
wards answered our purpose so well, it re- 
minded me of the maxim used among surgeons, 
of a broken bone — " the stronger for a frac- 
ture." 

There was something singular, very peculiar, 
and remarkable in one of our seamen: he was 
taciturn, but very pleasant, willing, and one 
among the most industrious and careful seamen 
I ever "was^acquainted with ; ever on the look 
out, and at the same time engaged in repairing 
or refitting something that would be useful for 
the vessel ; and could never bear to see even a 
rope-yam lost, or an article of any kind mis- 
placed; was universally the first to discover 
any thing out of order ; or when there was a 
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threatening danger : — ^he had an impediment in 
his speech; and like to many others, with 
whom I have been acquainted, was only disco- 
verable when he was strongly excited. 

Soon after the refitting of the mainboom he 
came below, and says ; *' Ca-Ca-Captain, th-the 
we-dges are co-coming out from ar-round the 
fo-foremast, sir ;" drive them in again, (replied 
the captain); ** I-I ha-have d-done it» sir, bu-but 
they wo-wont st-stay, sir; I be-believe the 
ma-mast is loo-loo-loo-loose in the st-st-step, sir. 

This was rather an alarming piece of intel- 
ligence ; for had the step given way, the foie« 
mast must inevitably have been canted over- 
board; at the saoae time could not but have 
ripp'd up our decks, which unquestionably 
would Iiave proved fatal to us ; for the sea, 
making such a constant breach over the vessel, 
would in all probability have filled her ia the 
course of a very short time. 

I could not but feel the danger very sensi- 
bly indeed : the hold being stowed full of bar- 
rels of fish, it was next to an impossibility to ap- 
proach the difficulty from that source : and it 
having been so extremely wet, cold and uncono- 
/ortable for the men forward, as a matter of ne- 
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cessity as well as safety, they were compelled 
to leave the forecastle and take shelter with the 
rest of us in the cabin : consequently the fore 
hatch had been battined down snug with a 
good " tarpaulin" over it ; and as though it had 
not been made sufficiently secure, the weather 
and spray, had placed a heavy coat of ice over 
the whole. 

However, the order was instantly given, "up 
helm 5" the vessel was therefore "squared 
away" dead before the wind, and kept as steady 
as possible ; the ice was soon removed, the fore- 
castle was entered, the bulkhead knocked 
away, the damage proved to be, as had been 
suggested ; and after much dilHculty and labo- 
rious exertion, the mast was secured ; the ves- 
sel again hove too, and the men were cheerful 
as usual, ready and willing, to lend a hand to 
any case of emergency or duty that they might 
be required for. 

In the afternoon the fog dispersed, but the 
wind continued strong, and the weather ex- 
tretnely cold ; the decks had become very slip- 
pery indeed ; the cook, nevertheless, gave us a 
fine warm supper, which refreshed us ; we en- 
joyed it, and felt thankful that such were our 

£2 
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sensations : but we little dreamed of "what wa! 
yet in embryo ; or of the unpleasant and dia 
tressing accident which very soon occurred, a 
that this might, or was to be, " The last Supper* 
of either one of the vessel's company. 

Another dark and tempestuous night was be- 
fore us ; but we passed the evening, however 
as pleasantly as the one previous, until half pas^ 
nine, when the cook took a large tin pitcher 
used for water, and went upon deck to replen- 
ish it ; there was not any other person above a1 
the moment ; the vessel riding perfectly com- 
fortable and easy, with her helm lash'd a lee 2 
He did not return ; and when the mate (whc 
stood on the look out, in the gangway) called 
" Cooper I Cooper I" there was no reply : it 
was so thick and dark too, that not any thing 
could be seen, and on searching the decks, alas 
the poor fellow was not to be found ; nor wai 
he ever afterwards heard of. We presumec 
that he must have slipped or lost his balance 
while in the act of reaching for water, (whici 
could be very readily done from the deck, tb 
vessel being so deep) during a deep lee lurel 
of the vessel, and must inevitably have beei 
canted overboard. 



His sufierings however could not have been 
but of very short duration, for it must have 
been totally impossible for any person to have 
buoyed themselves upon the surface of the wa* 
ter even for a single moment, during such tem* 
pestuous and dreadful weather. 

There is a peculiar, painful, singular, and very 
distressing sensation, produced on board a ship, 
by the report that there is a man overboard ; 
and at a time too, when she is ploughing her 
heedless and trackless way through the vast ex- 
panse, before a tremendous gale ; or under 
whatever circumstances it may occur. The 
cry of " a man overboard,*' at sea, produces at 
once a thrilling and an appalling shock upon the 
venses, more painful and much more distressing 
to the feelings, than that of electricity itself; 
for, in the former, the lasting sensibilities and 
sympathies of the mind are all brought into 
action ; and although we cannot relieve, we can 
pity — ^yes, pity, and indulge in the fond hope 
that the person may yet be recovered, however 
hopeless the case may appear; at the same 
time, officers, passengers and crew, simultane- 
ously rushing upon deck; with expectation, 
anxiety, and hope, to give relief; or perhaps to 
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give a last lingering look upon a shipmate, with* 
out the possibility of administering assistance 
or even consolation to a fellow being, struggling 
with the angry element ; which in too many 
instances, soon becomes a cheerless substitute 
for his " winding sheet." 

Our deeply excited feelings, occasioned by 
the loss of this faithful servant under such pain' 
ful circumstances, cannot be realized nor de- 
scribed ; situated as we then were ; we could 
only imagine the poor fellow struggling alone 
with the " angry surge," without a remote pos- 
sibility of relief, or a friend to cheer or give 
him one last hopeful look. 

My first and only reflection, upon receiving 
this melancholy intelligence was, poor fellow : 

"The tempest now, muet bowl unheard by you." 

We passed a melancholy night, in gloomj 
forebodings of the morrow : " tired nature 
sweet restorer," had forsaken us ; the seamei 
again related over their long and supcrstitioui 
stories, otherwise called ^Uough yarns:" anc 
which had no doubt been for centuries pas: 
chronicled among the antique and superstition 
legends of seamen. The relation as given b} 
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one of the men, being an interesting fact, I shall 
confine myself to the narration in my next. 
The dog howled, — ^the night being gloomy and 
tedious, we looked anxiously for the coming 
mom ; which was eventually ushered in, with 
little, or not any change in the weather, that 
served to be of any material advantage to us ; 
and although the wind did not blow as strong, 
the sea was heavy, the vessel labored, and be- 
ing much encumbered with ice, we had not any 
comfort on hand which we could promise our- 
selves; or in other words, our situation was 
tar firom being enviable. 

Adieu, M» 
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LETTER VI. 



NARRATION OF THE SEAMAN. 



DEAR J- 



According to the promise made in my last, I 
devote this to the narration given by one of the 
seamen ; I sincerely hope it may prove inte- 
resting. 

He did not give such a glowing, miraculous 
and marvellous an account of himself, as one of 
our immortal Saints and predecessors did ; who, 
while on a journey to Damascus, breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter ^ against the disci- 
ples of the Lord," was suddenly converted to 
the Christian faith by a singular flash of light- 
ning at noon-day ; ^' in labors more abundant,** 
or " in stripes above measure," or " in prisons 
more frequent;" or that he had '^ five timed re- 
ceived forty stripes, save one," or, that he bad 
been ^' beaten with rods," nor stoned, nor sufier- 
ed shipwrecks ; nor had he ever been in those 
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* astonishing perils which the Apostle so glow- 

I iDgly describes, of waters, of robbers, of his own 
^ countrymen, of the heathen, in the city, or in the 
wilderness ; nor even among false brethren : or 
; that he had ever suffered a great deal in painful 
watchings, hunger or thirst, cold or nakedness. 
But his narrative was simple, and more particu- 
larly confined to his father, and grandfather^ 
than it was to himself. 

He bore the cognomen of three brethren, 
who used to dance attendance and recite in 
company with you and myself, before the im- 
mortal " Vindex ;" in the village on the west 
side of the Hudson, about a hundred and twenty 
miles above New York ; and who used to give 
us such severe castigations ; because we were 
fond of sliding down hill in winter, and playing 
ball in summer ; when you used always to de- 
mur, and put in a defence, that the Academy 
ought not to have been placed upon the top of a 
hill ; and that he used once to be as fond of 
thosQ. sports as we were ourselves. Poor 
** Vindex,** I have often thought that he used to 
suffer more pain from his irritable and mab'g- 
nant disposition to his pupils, (who by the bye 
could hot with propriety be called juvenile de* 
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linquentSy as he used to term us,) than we did 
ourselves ; for in fact, if we committed errors at 
all ; they were such as were prompted to us in 
our juvenile years ; or perhaps driven or pro* 
▼oked to commit^ in a kind of revengeful spirit 
caused by his base, unreasonable and unbound- 
ed severity : hence, they were of that nature 
that may truly be called errors of the heart. 

But our juvenile sports, if they <:ouId be called 
errors, they were those of the head ; therefore 
if those of the heart be the greater ofience» I 
think they may with propriety be chargeable to 
him who was their cause ; and if such errors are 
at all to be accounted for in anpther world, as 
he used to endeavor to instil into our youthful 
minds ; and if there be any relish in those fan- 
cied realities, he has no doubt tasted them long 
ere this, as he has many years since taken his 
exit. 

This seaman appears to have been a relative 
to the three brethren above alluded to, and his 
Grandfather held and exercised the office of a 
Magistrate under the British, previous to tfa^ 
war of the revolution ; and resided out on die 
Catskill Mountains, somewhere in the vicinitj 
ofUio place where ^ Heudrick Hudson and 
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companions used to bowl at nine-pins;" and 
was no doubt well acquainted with one " Rip 
Van Winkle," whose immortal history has long 
since been chronicled, and translated into many 
of the different languages of Europe. Anff^' it 
has been more than rumored that Rip had been 
arraigned as a delinquent before this worthy 
Magistrate to give an account of his " steward- 
ship," as well as for his long absence, and in 
this manner, and from the records of this gen- 
tleman it is supposed that the grand secret of his , 
long sleep which has afforded such a vast amount' 
of amusement, became known to the world. 
One morning during the war of the revolu- 

tion,this gentleman who I shall term Esq. B , 

and his then youngest son A , (who by the 

bye was afterwards married and became a pa- 
rent, and this seaman it appears was one of his 
offspring,) being engaged at work in the field in 
the spring season of the year ; were suddenly 
surprized and taken off by a party of Indians 
into the wilderness, and* after much fatigue ^d 
cruelty practised upon them and passing through 
several Indian settlements on their route west- 
ward ; they at length reached Lake Erie, and 
were there detained by a tribe of Indians near 
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the now city of Bufialo. Here, their confiii' 
ment was not as might have been expected ; i 
rigid, as their provisions were bad ; but beir 
totally unaccustomed to that mode of Kfe, it wi 
therefore the inore irksome and distressing 
them. 

After remaining in this situation a few weel 
the son, A makes a proposition to 1: 

Father for them to leave, or as the saying 
take " French leave ;" they having frequent o 
portunities. The old gentleman however dec! 
ned, on account of his age and infirmities ; kno^ 
ing well that he would never be able to wit 
stand the fatigues of so tedious a jaunt ; but 1 
no means however did he presume to dissua 
his son from embarking in the arduous undc 
taking : at the same time reasoning with respc 
to the propriety of the enterprise, and the piro 
able chance there might be of his success 
reaching home ; and taking again into consid 
ration his own feeble health, he eventually co 
eluded that he could not think of engaging in 
hazardous a speculation ; and, that he might 
well die where he was, as to perish alone in 1 
wilderness. 

Sat A— »- being y o\ing, tetwlute, active ai 
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.^ determined, then about eighteen years of age, 

qI accustomed to the vroods, collected such pro- 

^^ visions and other materials, ns he supposed 

: might be useful to him by stealth and otherways ; 

^ and with a few fishing hooks and line, carefully 

' watching an opportunity, and on the crisis of 

leaving, bade an afiectionate, and as he then 

supposed a final and last adieu to his revered 

and beloved Father. 

After several weeks fatigue and privation, 

I his provisions failing, he was under the neces- 

[ sity of resorting to roots &c. for his subsistence. 

p However, by a determined perseverance on the 

L part of our youthful Hero, he at length reached 

I the summit of those " blue mountains," which 

f command , such an extensive view of the sur- 
» rounding country, from whence while resting 
his weary limbs he took a pleasing view of the 
vast and immense landscape beneath, and there, 
and on the pinnacle of those lofty hills tower- 
ing in the clouds where the " Thunder Dwells," 
he with gratitude and a thankful heart, tender- 
ed his orisons to that being who had been his 
guide and protector in the wilderness, for the 
benefit of his revered and absent father. The 
fun set in proud majesty beneath the western 



64 SCENES Olf 

horizon, the Whiporwill, the Treetoad, and th< 

Catydid had commenced their evening chants 

and notwithstanding the distant screams of tb 

prowling Panther, being overcome by the fa 

tigues of his tedious pilgrimage; and folding 

himself once more in his blanket, taking his lone 

ly couch at the foot of a huge tree, dropped in 

to a sweet and profound sleep : pleasant dream 

attended his quiet midnight slumbers, and oi 

waking in the morn found himself much refresh 

ed. The sun arose clear from an open Easten 

Horizon ; he imagined himself to be upon an isl 

and, for on each side and surrounding him, i 

appeared like an open Ocean ; amazed, and thin 

king of the recent by gone scenes, he imaginei 

all to have been a vision of the night ; and tha 

he had at that moment awoke to a reality, an 

that he was truly a " Robinson Crusoe :" horro 

struck, and looking again around ; and agai 

rubbing his eyes until he had nearly producei 

opthalmia ; his abstracted mind glancing hastil 

from one subject to another, the scenes of hi 

childhood, as well as the visions related in th 

Persians and Arabian tales, all rushed simultane 

ously upon his fancy ; as well as the noted Ion 

sleeps that are said to be concottvtoxvVa m^^ 
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those who are in the vicinity of the Glen, where 
Rip Van Winkle had been so long lost to him- 
I self; he could not but imagine, he had been a 
I victim of morpheous, or that he was in a trance : 
his distracted imagination therefore led him 
once more to cast his'^wishful eyes upon the 
surrounding, and the scenes beneath ; as well 
as upon the vast plain that appeared to him pre- 
cisely like an undulating Sea ; he distinctly 
saw the forked lightnings playing, and as dis- 
tinctly heard the rolling Thunders roar in what 
he supposed to be the Ocean, which in fact was 
nothing but the clouds beneath ; and which his 
bewildered imagination had deceived him in : he 
then recollected that he was upon the summit 
of those towering mountains, whose lofty cliffs 
the clouds do not always reach. His senses re- 
covered, he commenced his descent, dense fogs 
soon intervened ; and as he progressed down- 
ward, heavy mists was succeeded by rain ; he 
soon however reached his paternal home much 
to the joy of his agonized and half distracted 
Mother and Brethren. 

Esq, B 9 (after his son left) having had an 

attack of the fever and ague, his health became 
stUl more feeble, and in the s\xcc,^^^\tk^'^N5^»ssssi. 



in company with a nnmber of other ] 

was placed on board one of those ( 

batteauZf (several being in company) 

, and after coasting Lake Erie some two 

ieks ; having experienced much 

Tweathcr ; they at iengtii reached the ci 

■troit, some lime late in thfe month of N 

Feeble with, age, worn out, ani 

\ .exhausted with fatiyiie and sickness 

prospect before him, never i 

|<lto meet, or hear from his family, or t 

■ 'fijeble eye once more ii[)on the face of 

lyiQfaeer him in thMK^i^S hours of 

- - tbig'alcme, in the stem of the boat afle 

ft, knded, unable to land himself witho 

'. 4HMe ; 'with all these gloom^^ and m 

; ^SppllBSi and not one solitarjr'fliing u 

e^BtfjiMter his desponding mind, he ca 

M^ti Sip^itoflfii^jffoa the group that h 

|p^«d' to %pw£(iet|||MtH^f the land 

f. jaen ; when a faqfl utdion (who spoke 

[■ tf. glish) discovered Bin, and sprang like 

^ifito th« water, catdiing him by the s? 

**. tha lune moment excUming, why E: 

e you here 1" the Elsq. repli< 
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It will be sufficient for me to observe in con- 
cluding this narration, that Esq. B was ta- 
ken to the Fort where he had all the medical 
skill, the care and kind attention paid him by 
the officers that lay in their power, and which 
his feeble health so much required ; he therefore 
lived as comfortable, and upon such luxuries as 
they had, during the winter, and the situation 
of the country would admit ; his health becom- 
ing much better in the spring : and early in the 
ensuing summer when the weather became suf- 
ficiently mild, he was conveyed to Maiden, at 
the mouth of the river ; from thence he was fur- 
nished a passage on board a vessel to Fort Ei ie 2 
remaining there a few days, was conveyed to 
" Fort Niagara ;** where he was detained some 
time before a suitable passage could be obtain- 
ed for him to Montf eal : and during the whole 
time was treated with the most perfect hospi- 
tality and kindness, supplied with the best of 
clothing and food ; and in fact had every atten- 
tion paid him that was requisite. 

A passage at length having been obtained, he 
embarked ; and soon after crossing Lake Onta- 
rio, reached Montreal ; from thence in company 
with a number of other Captives, was transfer- 
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red to Albany, by the way of Lake Champlain 5 
where an exchange of prisoners took place. 
From Albany he soon reached his home late in 
the month of October, having been absent 
about nineteen months. 

Should any reader of the foregoing have the 
curiosity, or feel desirous to know who this In- 
dian was, or how Esq. B happened to be 

treated with such hospitality and kindness by 
those who had been notorious for their ill treat- 
ment and barbarous cruelty to American cap- 
tives in those days ; they are informed that this 
Indian was no less a personage, than the cele- 
brated Indian Chief, and undaunted warrior 
Brandt ; a chief who was strongly attached, and 
was a faithful Ally to the British, and had ren- 
dered himself notoriously conspicuous, by his 
daring intrepidity ; and in fact, his name was a 
perfect dread to Americans during the war of 
the Revolution. 

It was through the influence, and reference of 

this Indian, that Esq, B was treated with 

such kindness during his captivity. 

Many years previous to the war, Brandt used 

to make his annual hunting excursions, on and 

^J2t the " Catskill mountaVris •'* \vi 'm ^^^^ 
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excursions, formed an acquaintance with Esq« 

B ■, and when on subsequent visits ; if driven 

by the severity of the weather, or want of pro- 
visions ; he used occasionally to make a polite 
call on the Esq., and rather made it a place of 
resort, and many times he had been sumptuous- 
ly entertained at the hospitable mansion of his 
old friend, who at that time (as I before obser- 
ved) was in the practice of administering jus- 
tice to deUnquents, under his then Majesty 
Eling George the third, in the neighborhood of 
the Glen; where "Hendrick Hudson" and his 
companions, still continue to bowl at ninepins." 
Well, the worthy magistrate has long since 
taken a similar sleep to his friend '^Rip;" 
but as he has been much longer absent, it is a 
question among the good people whether he 
will ever return or not ; poor Rip has gone to 
take a second, and another long one; and 
Brandt he too, has been at it since 1808. In 
fact all who have been residents or visitors of 
this famous place, seem to have imbibed a kind 
of fondness for this fashion of long sleeping ; 
and as there is not any one comes back, I can- 
not but think that thoy are satisfied ; and that 
there may be a pleasantry in it : you and my- 



aelfare gettmg somewhat advanced too; 
for my own part I must coafess, that amoi 
the variety of good opportunities which I h: 
had, have never yet embraced a solitary c 
besides I am getting tired too, of the short d: 
they are in fact but a temporary relief. 1 
appr«hensire I shall soon have to consult " n 
pheus;" should he administer the requisite 
lief it will be well, but if him, nor_the " Tyrani 
the pale horse" should not relieve us, I beli 
we shall be under the necessity of taking a 
grimage to the old place ; and although th 
has been much sport made about the long si 
of our poor friend Rip, I cannot but think 
fashion a good one, nevertheless, and well wc 
trying ; it is not every day changing ; i 
therefore the less expensive, consequently 
less troublesome. I have therefore pretty m 
arrived at the conclusion, that I shall mab 
diligent search for the " flagon ;" take one g< 
Sip by way of initiation into the secrets t 
permanent and long sleep with the immo 
" Rip Van Winkle," the worthy M agislrate, i 
the grateful Indian. 

Truly your Friend, M. 
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LETTER VIL 

In a fornier letter 1 mentioned the cir- 
cumstance of the loss of our steward, and as I 
then gave you no particular account or descrip- 
tion of him ; and thinking him to be well worthy 
of being chronicled among those who had 
"seen service," upon the Lakes; I shall there- 
fore devote a part of this letter to a brief notice 
of one who filled the situation which he occu- 
pied, not only with ability but with much credit 
to himself; and I sincerely hope and trust, that 
he is at this time doing honor in a more perma- 
nent and better station, than the one of which he 
was so abrubtly, and so unceremoniously bereft. 

I have often thought that this good soul was 
deserving, and ought certainly to have shared a 
better fate ; and had it been in the power of 
mortals of his acquaintance, he no doubt would 
have been still living and enjoying all the bles- 
sings of which life is susceptible. 

He was a genuine, pleasing, faithful, honest 
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servant; and, if the general tenor of the cout 
tenance be made expressive of the heart withi 
a stranger on meeting him would invOluntarii 
imbibe the idea ; that this tinged son of Africa 
had not only a genuine title page, but a faithfi 
index to a good heart. 

His expression was frank and benevolent 
with eyes animated, sparkling, and full of intell 
gence; his general appearance anddeportmer 
unassuming, mild and prepossessing; he ha 
not only gained the esteem, but the confidena 
of all those who had ever given him employ 
ment : — that kind, pleasant, winning way to< 
which he posses'd ; irresistibly attracted th 
notice and friendship of all ; polite, attentive, 1 
each, and universally anticipating the wants < 
every individual, /with his customary and coi 
— --stant. ejaculation of " time enough," 

He too fought upon Lake Erie, on the nn 
morable tenth of September 1818 under i\ 
intrepid Perry ; and drew his share of tl 
prize money for that hazardous, and gallai 
days' service. 

His faithful and trusty dog too, soon miss 
him, and would go to the Captain, and othe: 
of us aiternately, with aa honest good look, 



i 
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wishful and expressive shake of his tale ; at the 
\ same time whineing, as though he would have 
; ask'd were his master was; and then, would search 
the different parts of the vessel, and occasionally 
set up the most pitiful howlings imaginable ; and 
he actually appeared to express, not only a con- 
sciousness, but a knowledge that his master 
could not have left the vessel and be in safety : — 
pray teU me, was this a premonitory symptom of 
^ his own impending fate? or,was it the actual sym- 
f pathies he felt for the absence of his Master ? — 
This faithful animal kept up his lamentations for 
\ several days : — and when the vessel was after- 
i wards struck by an overwhelming sea, and lay. 
a perfect wreck ; and for a time like an unman- 
ageable log, upon her beam ends, on the water, 
— ^the poor fellow shared the fate of his Master, 
\ was washed over board, and we last saw him, 
^ contending with his hard lot, and struggling for 
life against the angry billows, with which we 
I were so arduously contending, and which we at 
the moment had good reasons for expecting 
^ soon to share a similar destiny. 

Will a person then presume to say, that an 
. animal does not possess thinking faculties 7 Did 






u 

not this poor dog think T If he had not 
why did he lament the loss of his 
Would he have made any lamentati 
he Dot been conscious that his Master < 
have left the vessel and been in safety 
other words -, had his master been 
would not the poor animal have reste 
Did he not possess more than thinking f 
Did he not possess ioteliigencc, and rea 
he had not, I should have thought, tha 
Maniac) he would have jumped o 
and perished at once. 

Be this Rfl it may ; did mankind but ] 
small share of that feeling for each ol 
which they are morally bound to) or, 
but possess as much feeling for thei 
this poor animal did for a diiferent spci 
would much less frequently cast that : 
putation into the face of an all wise a 
cent Creator, than they at present c 
having placed them (as they say) in e 
bleBome World." 

During the night the weather mc 
the morning dawned upon us with I 
and light ain (as usual) ahead ; all ha 



LAKE mmoH. 75 

from the immense masses of ice, with which she 
was badly encumbered. 

At twelve (meridian) the weather had become 
quite calm, and soon set in to snow, which in- 
creased during the remaining part of the day : 
at twelve midnight, the wind sprung up fresh 
from the North West. 

As we had been several days without even a 
slight view of the land, and during the time, 
I had many perplexities of weather, as well as of 
I feeling ,whicb combined ; were well calculated 
' not only to confuse, but to distract the mind : 
- 1 for my own part, my impression was ; that there 
i*^' was but little, or perhaps not any calculations 
:. could be made with any great degree of accu- 
tjf racy, in regard to the position which we at that 
i time occupied in the Lake ; and judging for my- 
self, independent of the opinions of others, with 
V respect to what we had lost or made under the 
t various situations in which we had been placed 
■* during the gale ; occasionally ** close jam" upon 
a wind, " contending for every inch ; ' or scud- 
. ^ ding, and alternately " lying too ;" I had arri- 
;s ved at the conclusion, that as the wind was then 
re^ reasonably fiur, for all vessels in the upper part 
'^\ of the Lake (and as I correctly «M^^«fti v^ 



then were) bound down; that there co 
but very little if any accurate calculation! 
with respect to the correct course to be s' 
in order that we mightfall in with the landi 
place where it was known, that it migbi 
ni aa a ** Beacon :" in this however I ws 
taken, for the order was girea " keep hei 
South West } nothing oH; steer imall ;" 
I afterwards learned, the calculation was 
ia with the Land somewhere to the nort 
of Saginaw Bay, at, or in the vicinity 
Thunder Bay Islands ; which we should ii 
bly hare done, had it not been for what '. 
prudence could not foresee ; however, i 
tune, occurred again by a singular phenoi 
which perfectly convinced me of the n 
skill and abilities of our Lake Seamen 
taking into consideration the embarras 
and perplexities to which they ar« sub 
For my own part almost any course woul 
satisfied me, provided it had "Southing" ic 
that, I was confident would take us some 
towards the Southern part of the Lake, 
I fielt extremely anxlona to see ; more p 
larly, ai I widied to be relieved from a '• 
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ny other unplcasantries, incident to a confine- 
ment of the kind ; say nothing of my anxieties 
to meet my friends after the long and perplex- 
ing absence, to which I had already been sub- 
jected. 

At four in the morning, it was observed that 
the wind haul'd more to the northward, the 
vessel continuing on the same course, the wea- 
Aer very cold and snowing unusually thick. 

At half past twelve, (meridian) our faithful 
and trusty seaman was, as usual, upon the look 
out ; but upon this occasion, did not wait to 
consider whether he could stammer or not; 
but roared with a voice of thunder " Breakers ! 
ho. Breakers ' broad on the bow," " Land fdead 
a head." We were at this time running off 
large with the wind upon our starboard quarter. 
The helm was put hard down in an instant, 
and the sails trimed snug aft ; the vessel bound- 
ed lightly over the waters for a few minutes 
** close haul" upon a wind ; but we had hardly 
sufficient time to recover from this first state of 
confusion, before the appalling cry of Breakers ! 
was again reiterated. There seemed to be at 
this moment no alternative lefl for the vessel, 
but to go on shore; wVucVvV* iVw^.'^^^^V^^v. 

a2 
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resort of a Seaman; and one to which I 
dreaded, knowing well that I had not a con- 
stitution to endure the hardships of a tramp 
through the wilderness at that inclement Sea- 
son of the year. 
But the Captain with his usual presence of 

mind hove the vessel immediately'' in Stays,** 
fill'd away upon the other tack, plac^ed a man 
with led and line in the main chains, with 
orders to give ^ correct soundings ;" he sung 
out ** mark twain," " mark under water twain" 
&c, very rpgularly, and the water as gradually 
deepening, still lulling us into an almost &tal 
security ; and although we had remained upon 
this last tack but a short time, and still deepen- 
ing our water ; unexpectedly, and again, we had 
a third time the Cry of, Breakers 1 Land dead ' 
a head ! I ''Land I^ck'd," exclaimed the mate 
with a tremendous oath ; following it up with 
heavy curses and imprecations, at the same 
time was apparently as active as a kitten (when 
at play) in doing all thosd things which the ex* 
treme exigencies of our case so immediately 
required. The vessel was brought at once in 
'' the wind ;" orders followed in quick succes- 
sion ; ^ Overhaul a laBgi^ oi ^3caX Cable," 



** Stream the Buoy,** « Cock bill your Anchor/' 
** haul down your jib :^ and as her way became 
gradually deadened^ ** there, let your Anchor 
run," having good chain cables there was no 
necessity for sarvice or parcelling. We rode 
very comfortable during the afternoon and 
night, in two and a half fathoms water ; and 
when the weather cleared up the succeeding 
morning, found ourselves within a very fine ca- 
pacious Bay ; which was recognized to be the 
one well known by the name of " Presque Isle :" 
we had providentially ran directly into the 
mouth of the Bay, to near its head without 
discovering the land on either side, the weather 
being so thick. 

Here, we would have been pleased to have 
eflfected a landing to procure fire wood, as we 
were much in want ; but the previous loss of 
our only boat, rendered it totally impracticable. 
The remark which I made respecting the haul- 
ing of the wind more to the northward, the day 
previous, was undoubtedly occasioned by the 
variation, or aberration of the compasses; which 
was unquestionably mistaken for the hauling of 
the wind, and thereby the vessel mis-led from 
her true course. 
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This, I believe to be aii unaccountable phc- |^ 
nomenon, although not uncommon upon these 
waters; particularly, in the neighborhood of 
the Thunder Bay Islands, is quite temporary 
generally speaking ; but in this instance, would 
have been extremely dangerous to us, had we 
not been very fortunate indeed. But at best, it 
was truly unfortunate : (It might however have 
been more so) for, by our being led astray, and 
our consequent detention in the Bay, at the 
time too, when we could not work out ; and as 
the weather afterwards proved, we lost a per- 
fect run, that would have carried us through 
the Lake into the rivers mouth to a dead cer- 
tainty, as will be seen in the sequel. But it 
seems we were preserved, for what purpose I 
know not, except for greater trials of skill and 
more bodily as well as mental sufferings. 

At nine in the morning the wind came out 
from the West, it had previously ceased snow- 
ing and the fog dispersed as the wind arose ; 
gQt " Under weigh" and stood out of the Bay ; 
shap'd our course to the southward, and once 
more was we upon our homeward bound 
course, without the most slight reluctant feel- 
ings whatever; althougVi vif^ VvaA ocjcoiiaYial 
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feelings of regret for the poor cook, of whose 
loss the ** honest dog^ took good care to re- 
mind us. In the afternoon we were off and 
pretty close in with the '^ Thunder Bay Isl- 
ands;" this we could have told during the 
thickest storms or fogs without seeing them, for 
there was nothing but a stream of the most 
vivid flashes of lightning* succeeding each 
other, and a continual roar of Thunder for near 



* The Mate condacted himself verj extravagantly on 
this occatioh with respect to the lightning ; he classed 
oat the different varieties as an ornithologist would 
birds ; and had the immortal Franklin heard Mm, he un- 
qaestionably would have smiled ; if not at his own 
hypothesis* at the singular remarks made by this person. 
Mo doubt if the tender mother could receive a few such 
lectures as were then given, she could have been ena- 
bled at any time to have jud^d of that kind which was 
dangerous without communicating additional fears to 
her tender offspring, when in fact there may be no dan- 
ger* He in fkct mentioned the different varieties, and 
gave (as he called it) a Classical and Scientific descrip- 
tion of each; and any person hearing him, could not but 
have laughed at the Philosophers and •• knowing ones" 
of antiquity. He had for instance, his Blue Lightning; 
his White do.; Chain do.; Pi^ Tail do.; Churning do.; 
Streaked do.; Zig Zag do.; with various others ; and on 
being reminded by the pious gentleman of the danger 
he was then in from it, he tum'd and with a sarcastic 
sneer observed, ''that it would make lightning Loll as 
cold as it was ; and as bad as it would an animal in dog 
days to begin to think of overtaking us ; ** we are going 
so fast, it would not catch us short of five weAs at 
least.*' 
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three hours ; but as we receded, it gradually 
died in the distance, and the moootonoua groans 
and supplications of our praying friend were 
Iieard in its stead, which was infinitely more 
annoying than that heavenly voice which had 
left speakiog to us so audibly from the clouds 
and vrhich you well know has ever been g 
thenK of my admiration. 

We passed the mouth of Sa^naw Bay, (fort] 
miles in width) that dread of the Mariners whc 
navigate these western waters, some time be 
fore day light in the morning, and made tbt 
land ofiT our starboard beam ; Point " Ai 
Barque's," bearing Northwest, by West, hal 
West, off our starboard quarter, distant pro 
bably from six to ten miles ; the wind continu 
ing fresh, we were indulging ourselves with th< 
pleasing hope of reaching the mouth of thi 
river, before, or by sunset The wind howevei 
constantly varying, and like the moon, eve 
and constantly inconstant ; or lulling us into ; 
fatal security when favourable, soon moderatci 
and fiDaUy died away to a calm. The sea rui 
down and at sun rise the succeeding mominj 
came out from the East ; " dead ahead," ci 
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the wind was) it was light however, and the 
Weather moderate. At twelve (meridian), it 
hauled and blew in violent puffs from the South : 
the sky assumed a threatening aspect, the at- 
mosphere had become chilly and humid, conse- 
quently very uncomfortable ; and there seemed 
to be a kind of anxious solicitude, or a gloomy 
foreboding, which was strongly depicted in the 
countenances of every person on board the 
vessel ; that there was something yet in em- 
bryo, and in which our gloomy anticipations 
were more than realized; as will be seen in the 
sequel. The seamen were restless, the Mate ut- 
tered nothing but curses, the Captain paced the 
quarter deck with a quick step and in silence, 
the pious gentleman prayed, and the faithful, 
dog continued his Lamentations. 

Ever Your's Adieu, 

M 
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LETTER VIIL 
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My last note to you did not exactly leave 
us as you Seamen would express it ; ** In the 
doldrums," but as usual, we were contending 
against adverse winds, and a prospect in the 
weather, that promised us not much, if any 
thing at all that would be favourable to the 
almost forlorn condition in which we were then 
placed 

We continued however, to Stand **Off and 
On,** under all the ** Press of Sair we could 
possibly make ; with a hope that we should 
get so near in with the land ad'^'to have 
soundings or anchorage, before the anticipated 
gale set in, which we too well feared would 
be from the South west, the very quarter which 
we were deprecating against* At 8, P. M. 
made the land off our larboard bow, upon the 
British coast. Our vessel (when she had any 
thing like an opportunity) ^a« ^xi ^xt;^VL<Q&. 
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** sea boat/^ dnd a fine sailer : at sunset, made 
the land all around the southern extremity' of the 
Lake; but so very remote, we could not dis< 
Cover the opening or entrance to the rivers 
mouth. 

At half past ten at night the wind came out 
in a riolent white squall from the Southwest, 
which put us in much confusion for a time. We 
had been extremely amnions to gain a lee under 
the land, or get into the mouth of the river, and 
leave this (what had been to us an) inhospita- 
ble Lake. Each man had therefore ' exerted 
bimself to the utmost during the day, in order 
to accomplish this very desirable, and to us 
all important object. The Gale surprising us so 
extremely sudden, split our main sail from 
» Clue to earing" in an instant, and with it went 
)ur beatii^ to windward ; as well as our anti- 
cipated expectations of gaining the rivers 
nouth that night, or even getting under a lee 
hore for shelter. 

We were therefore driven again from the 
ind, much to our mortification ; and contrary 
our wishes, and the determined and indefatiga- 
le, exertions of the crew. The first thing done 
^as to shorten sail, and secure that part of the 
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main sail which we had remaining, and pi 
serve the position of the vessel as near as p< 
sible ; or in other words to " loose nothin] 
and hold on to all we had : it continuing to bl( 
in severe gusts with the concomitants of ra 
hail and a dense spray that was unusua 
annoying. This was truly disheartening, but ^ 
had one consolation, which is a grateful one 
all times to a seaman during a gale, (and in t 
instance proved a very valuable one to us, : 
without it, we must inevitably Jiave be 
wrecked) " plenty of sea room," having at le 
nine tenths of Lake Huron to leewa 
of us, "and its fathomless bottom" benea 
This was however but a pitiful compensati 
for our want of fire wood and provisions ; s 
nothing of our other privations, and the extrei 
distress which was then pending over us, a 
which we too soon realized. 

The morning dawned upon us with drei 
ful weather, blowing a perfect hurricane, a 
every appearance of a protracted gale ; ' 
could hardly expect any thing less at that « 
son of the year. 

But what had we to fear ? being yet undai 
ted, we had good consciences and honi 
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hearts, "we allowed no " Vultures to hover over 
and prey upon our minds :" we were on board 
a vessel too, that had triumphantly carried us 
through one more than common " Storm," and 
with such perfect safety that we had every 
confidence in her ability too, to ride out a second 
or even a third ; we also had an able crew ; 

** Whose hearts were formed in Ceesers mould ;" 

We had a Captain, in whom we had every 
confidence ; inasmuch as we had most abund- 
antly and satisfactorily tested his more than ster- 
ling worth ; we had also a confidence in that 
(imaginary) 



"Cherub, which sat smiling aloft." 

Our provisions having been quite exhausted, 
as a matter of coercive necessity, we were 
placed upon short allowance, and that not of 
the most pleasant kind of food ; and which 
would have been much less desirable to us, 
than it then was, had we been situated in dif- 
ferent circumstances. 

This Storm lasted, and eventually wore itself 
out, as though exhausted by fatigue alone, at 
the expiration of three tedious nights, and an 
equal number of (to us) long days : and how* 



ever serere the former one might bftve been, it 
was not a circumstaaca to the present ; we 
dare not presume to show the least rag of sail, 
for it was totally impossible that it could have 
remained in the " bolt rope" a single moment ; 
the wind exceeded every thing of the kind for 
Beverity I ever before experienced ; and as the 
Mate hoarsely observed : " the Maker of Windi 
thia time, is certainly doing his best ; He blows 
hard enough to blow the vessel out of the water, 
or the Lake out of its bed," The sun was to* 
tally obscured, the atmosphere presented a 
thick, hazy reddish kind of doomsday tint, that 
made it appear unusually gloomy, and so dark 
withall ; that it was absolutely necessary to 
keep a light constantly in the binracle, (even at 
mid day) in order to see the compasses. The 
surface of the Lake as far as we could discover, 
was like a tremendous sheet of boiling foam, 
with a dreadful heavy swell ; that seemed to 
rise gradually, as though reluctant, and with 
great labor ; at the same instant the wind ta- 
king and clipping oS* its summit, which (in the 
space of a bieath was converted into a spmj, 
like the drifting of snOw before a gale) and 
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son exposed to the skin in a very few minutes, 
through the thickest clothing. 

This singular darkness, together with the ter- 
rific whistlings of the wind through the rigging, 
the heavy toned dead, discordant and Sullen 
Moan of the Tempest, produced an effect upon 
our spirits not unlike the gloomy appearance of 
the atmosphere. 

Yet still there was a kind of sublime gran- 
deur in the midst of the awful and appalling 
bowlings of this unprecedented Storm, that cal- 
led the wandering mind almost involuntarily 
back to HIM, who was its great and grand 
Author with peculiar delight : and if I have 
ever had any thing like satisfaction, or true en- 
joyment with my Creator during my transitory 
existence, it has been in my closet, uninfluen- 
ced by Mortals; or musing alone by myself 
upon the relentless fury of a Tempest, or other 
surprising phenomena of nature. 

But little could be done excepting to relieve 
the vessel as much as possible, and let her drift 
almost at the mercy of the elements. The se- 
cond day was very cold, and the morning of 
the third, we had collected such an immense 
mass of ice, that ths vessel];97hich had hitherto 

Ha 
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been buoyant and lively, labored excessively ) 
and seemed to atrain upon every spike that 
held her together ; aod so severely too, that a 
very troublesome, and an additional leak was 
the consequence, which added very much to 
the labors of our already fatigued crew, as it 
took a thiity minutes spell at the pumps, out of 
every hour, in order lo keep the vessel free 
from water, 

The wind however lolled for a short time the 
third morning, and the weatlier lighted a little 
about half past eight o'clock ; but the sea which 
was runniug in trcmeodous mountains teemed 
to increase : got a view of the land under our 
Ice, which was soon distinguished to be an 
Island known by the name of the "Big Mana- 
tou." "Manatou" is an Indian name for evil 
Spirit, or Devil: hence the superstitions of the 
Natives are such, that they never presume to 
visit or land upon any of the Islands called 
" Manatous," there being several in the differ- 
ent upper Lakes bearing that Cognomen. 

At lialf past nine A.M. " Veered Ship," and 
made a small part of the foresail with very 
j^at difficulty, and a determined resolution on 
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extreme coldness of the weather had become so 
rigid, that it rendered in the blocks only with 
the very greatest exertions. Stood with heavy 
hearts and gloomy prospects to the westward, 
the vessel laboring and straining in a dreadful 
manner. I have frequently witnessed persons 
laboring under great bodily pain and distress, 
when my sympathies have been as often ex- 
tremely excited, and my mind strongly inter- 
ested and engaged for their relief: Such were 
the condition of my feelings in this case, with 
regard to the distressing and arduous labors of 
the vessel ; she seemed to make such dreadful 
struggles at one moment while in the trough of 
the sea ; and at the next, so gradually, and ap- 
parently with such great labor mount the suc- 
ceeding wave, triumphant. She in fact appear- 
ed ; as though as sensible to her own distresses, 
as we were ourselves, and as though conscious 
of the danger, and at the same time, like a faith- 
ful animal, was exercising a desperate deter- 
mination to preserve us at all hazards. All 
hands appeared to be equally exhausted with 
their fatigues, and two of them severely frost- 
bitten ; in fact, we all felt the effects of this hith- 
erto unprecedented storm, very sensibly in- 




deed ; and ai the suSerings of the crew had 
been much more Bevere, owing to their expo* 
sure ; and in fact were nearly exhausted, each 
one of the passengers volunteered their services 
(with the exceptionof our Pious Gentleman,) 
to relieve their arduous duties as much as pos- 
sible, and alternately took our spell at the 
pumps, and, 

" Plied the Clanking Brake," 
■which had become quite as tedious to us, as the 
prayers of " a Hypocrite," or the monotonous 
sound of a hand organ. 

Our pious friend continued constantly and 
undisturbed at his devotions, striving hard for 
the Salvation of his, (and as he said) our souls, 
while we labored hard for the preservation of 
that boon which we considered to be a natural 
gift ; we therefore set the higher value upon it; 
as we knew not the Donor,we therefore viewed 
it as truly a blessing, and-its preservation of 
more immediate importance than any thing 
that presented itself; and, as it was more of a 
natural command, we looked upon it mora aa a 
duty to attend to, and preserve it, while in 



LAXB RUROir. 98 

serve a sinking ship ; nor, were we willing to 
accept his services as mutual, or any thing like 
an equivalent for ours ; ours, was practical, his 
was imaginary ; we therefore " minded earthly 
things," while his " conversation was in Heav- 
en,'' where, I sincerely hope his soul (if he has 
one and desires it) may reach and rest in 
peace ; but for my own part, I have not even 
the smallest desire to arrive at such a place of 
bliss, as this ever has, and still continues to be 
represented ; it would in fact mar all my enjoy- 
ments, should I unfortunately fall in with so 
great a Hypocrite as this Pious Gentleman sub.« 
sequently proved. 

Having, been several days out of food, and 
subsisting on cold and raw provisions, we re- 
sorted to the small spars for fuel ; and with these 
raised a fire in order to have a cup of warm 
coffee, and such other comfortable things as we 
could possibly raise for a breakfast. 

At half past ten we received a tremendous 
stroke from a sea, which gave us a violent 
shock ; and the deep roll that it caused the ves- 
sel to take, carried every thing portable to lee- 
ward : the dishes in the pantry were in an in- 
stant displaced, and went with a general 
crash to the floor» aud were destroyed. 
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Our Pious Friend had practised so much, 

that he had became 

«* Remarkably ^fled in Prayer," 

remained undisturbed at his devotions, and 
seldom left his berth ; but upon this occasion he 
quitted it very abruptly indeed ; either by the 
force of gravitation, or impelled by the violent 
motion of the vessel, or perhaps both, and 
brought up against the opposite side of the 
cabin, amidst the overturning of tables and 
chairs much to his dissatisfaction and discom- 
fiture; he recovered hov^rever, and made di- 
rectly for the gangway, exclaiming at the same 
time Lord have mercy upon us, v^rhat shall wc 
do, what is the matter ? He was met by the 
Mate who deliberately replied to him, it blows 
like ^j### ### #**####«• ; followed up with, 
"every man take care of himself ;" at the same 
instant we were struck completely down by an 
overwhelming sea, this was truly thought I, 
more than we Bargained for. 

Adieu, 

M. 



LAKE HUROn. 05 



LETTER IX. 



** Cease, rude Boreas." 



DEAK J- 



The violent shock which we the first time re- 
ceived, retarded the motion of the vessel ; and 
being much encumbered with ice, for the mo- 
ment, lost that ability to accommodate herself 
to the heave of the sea, which was usual ; and 
as she rolled heavy and sluggishly to windward, 
she was met by the succeeding wave, which 
reared itself like a tremendous mountain ; broke, 
and boarded us just abaft the larboard fore 
chains ; making a perfect breach over, and at 
the same time sweeping our decks; extended 
its relentless and destructive fury to our star- 
board and lee quarter; splitting our foresail, 
carrying away our fore boom, tearing our cam- 
boose from its lashings, and precipitating that, 
with our anticipated breakfast, smoking and 
hissing overboard together ; at the same time 
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breaking through and carrying away our let 
bulwarks in its coarse. 

One of our best Seamen was carried off upor 
the combings of this surge, and made a dealt; 
grasp as he was passing, and secured hinisci 
by the lae shrouds, in the " houns," and neai 
the cross-trees of the mainmast; the topmast ai 
the same time was pitched away. 

The vessel was completely knock'd down 
and lay like a log, and for a time was an un- 
manageable wreck upon the water. Th< 
mainmast being badly sprung by this shock, ar 
order was given to ** Cut it away immediately j" 
but our only axe which had been kept in the 
cambouse house, having passed off in the genc' 
ral "wreck of matter," with our anticipated 
coSec, of course it could not be done. 

We lay in this extremely dangerous sJtuatior 
nearly an hour ; the Captain not in the least 
daunted, [nor did the seamen appear to be,) bul 
gave his orders as deliberate as upon any for' 
mer occasion ; and, as a last resort for the re- 
covery of the vessel, went deliberately, anc 
with much difficulty below, took a cask o: 
whiskey from one of the state rooms, secured ii 
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bite," and with great exertions got it overboard, 
Yeered out about fifty fathoms from our star- 
board and Lee Bows, this bringing the vessel's 
head to the. wind and sea, she righted immedi- 
ately. 

The vessel being thus far recovered, all hands 
went to work at the pumps, with the usual 
exception: but upon this occasion He paid 
us another of his obtrusive visits, and urged, 

99 



nay, begged of us, to ''unite with him inMBer, 
while we were arduously engaged in fre eing 
the vessel from water for our immediat|PKety|r ^ 
at the time too, when we were in a sinking cotl- 
dition. I had become disgusted with this genii 
tiemans too apparently — hypocritical concern 
for our spiritual welfare, and had in fact imbi- 
bed a prejudice against this " mar! of God," in 
consequence of his having declined, and refused 
to participate and still persisting, torfhare with 
us in the arduous duties which our dangerous 
situation so much required. 

I had in fact lost all charity for him, and al- 
though I had much respect, and reverence for 
what the happy Constitution of our Country had 
guaranteed to us ; and which, I had ever looked 
upon, as truly a blessing, the enjoyment of our 




opinions, with regard to matters <^ religion^ 
" pure and undeSled religion," at well, as for its 
" Pure and uadefiled Professors ;" this I thought 
the more of, as I could not but imagine that the 
blood, which was flowing in my veins, partook 
more or less of that spirit, for which million! 
had suffered martyrdom ; and thinking of that 
intolerant disposition too, which has, and most 
likely ever will pervade community, or that part 
of it, wbo are under the thraldom of a class of 
people whose professions, are truly, nothing but 
profesnbns ; and whose deportment in life par- 
takes too much of that of the " Proud Pharisee" 
to be held in estimation by the honest, ingenu- 
ous, and liberal hearted people of the communi- 
ty. My patience bad become wearied, and in 
fact quite exhausted with this person's constant 
and useless obtrusions ; He interrupted our la- 
bors and thereby the more endangered our lives; 
besides, I was prompted too, by those natural { 
tics, which a numerous and young family in- ] 
spired, whomlfeltanxious to meet as they were ,| 
dependent upon me ; and I felt too, a greater i 
regard for my own preservation on their ac- 
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their juvenile years, hy persons under the pro- 
fessions of gre^t piety, should they lose their 
temporal protector. I felt constrained and 
therefore frankly said to him, that his obtrusions 
i^ere not only useless but extremely unpleasant 
and injurious ; that I neither could nor would 
put up with- them any longer, and, that he must 
immediately cease his importunities about my 
** sjHritual welfare,'' as long as he had not mani- 
fested any regard for the temporal safety of 
those on board the vessel; and that, if he still 
persisted and wished to make a Jonah of him- 
self, and that if he did not immediately leave the 
deck I would head a party and throw him over- 
board at once, without any regard whatever of 
the probability of his being miraculously pre?- 
served by a Fish ; and abide the consequences 
by myself alone ; and that, if he did not immedi- 
ately leave the deck, I would avail myself of the 
present moment. I was immediately seconded 
by the Mate : the gentleman left us, and crept 
tremblingly back to his berth, uttering a few 
heavy groans as he passed, and with but a sin- 
gle exception, did he presume to trouble us any 
more ; this was truly a great relief. 

My prejudice against this gentleman ap- 
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peared to have been well founded, although 
perhaps premature, for on our arrival into Port, 
he declined, nay, refused to pay his passage, 
and actually cross'd the river into the British 
Provinces for the express purpose of defrauding 
and did defraud the Captain, who had been so 
highly instrumental in the preservation of his 
life. What base ingratitude. 

But to return — the stroke of this sea when 
we received it was tremendous ; every plank 
and timber appeared sensibly to feel its eflfects 
and the vessel trembled for the moment to her 
very centre, and not dissimilar to a piece of 
jelly when strongly agitated. At the time 
she righted, we were completely ** water 
logg'd," and in a sinkmg condition; havmg 
, shipp'd such a vast amount of water when 
down, that it was then ten inches deep upon 
the Cabin floor ; this with the great weight of 
ice sunk the vessel so low into the water that 
our situation was truly deplorable : — ^however, 
by constant and very laborious exertions at 
the pumps, we freed her at half past three 
o'clock the succeeding morning ; lay too, with 
the cask of whiskey a head during the inter- 
mediate time and would \\ave «>V3^« 

** Ceiura rude Bot««A V^ 
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But our fatigues and distresses were 
such, that we had not the slightest disposition 
whatever to be musical; but endeavoured 
nevertheless to make ourselves as comfortable, 
as our cheerless and distress'd situation would 
admit. The sallies of Humor with which 
our dutch companion had been so well stored, 
was quite exhausted, it had ceased ; the fine 
tones of our English friends violin sounded no 
longer ; all, all our pleasantries were gone and . 
the pitiful moanings of the Tempest ; and the ^ 
monotonous clanking of the pumps were heard in 
their Stead ; with the frequent, cry of " Spell 
O r Our Suflferings had began to be very great. 

To those persons who have experienced a 
voyage in Stormy and frozen Seas, an attempt 
to give a description at this time would be 
superfluous. But others may imagine where 
immense masses of ice is continually making 
upon, and gradually sinking their vessel ; and 
this too without the possibility of relief. And 
when every day she is still settling lower, and 
lower into the water, and. inevitable death 
finally staring them in the face ; and when at 
last their situation becomes «ud\^ IViaI ^Scik^ 
approach the verge, mud lite ^j>.% ^^ ^^ '^ 
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fair look into the other world, they would 
naturally draw the conclusion, that persons pla- 
ced in such a situation would have nearly pass'd 
the ** Tempestuous ocean of life ;" and that they 
could not but be intimidated, on approximating 
so important a crisis. 

I had at former • periods (you know well) so 
much, and such frequent occasion in com- 
mon with yourself to be frightened ; that it had 
became a kind of second nature to me : my 
mind ever buoyant, had acquired such a de- 
gree of elasticity, as to accommodate itself to the 
occasion ; hence I could make myself reason- 
ably happy, under almost any circumstance 
or situation in which I might be placed, 

I did not feel terrified ; I could not, for I had 
not yet forgotten the month of March 1805^ 
when you, your poor brother and myself, were 
taken by the " Press Gang" from on board our 
favourite little ship, while riding snugly at an- 
chor in " the Downs," and forced on board an 
English ship of the Line, much to our displea- 
sure : and afterwards, when cruising in the 
" Bay of Biscay," against the French, (not the 
enemies, but the friends, (of our Country) on a 
dark, tempestuous, and BquaW^ ik\^\.,\»RN[\\5JS5ft 
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destraction apparently staring us in the face ; 
and while in the act of securing our fore 
course, the " lifts" giving way, the yard parting 
in the slings, precipitated twenty seven of our 
seamen in an instant into that undiscovered 
Country, from whence not any person has ever 
yet returned ; when the " forked lightininga" 
shivered our Main top mast into a thousand 
atoms, and played as though in wanton revelry 
among^ and discharged several of the guns from 
our spar deck ; and more than **Seven Thunders 
uttered their voices'* in the Heavens ; when 
consternation, dismay, and black horrors seized 
the ofiBcers and crew; and confusion evidently 
ensuing, you and myself participated not in the 
panic : notwithstanding we were forced into the 
service of a king for whom we cared not ; 
neither did we for a single moment forget that 
we were ** Americans" and in bondage, our 
trust was in the " King of Kings," and we 
were willing, and deliberately desired (as we 
could not avenge our own wrongs) that HE 
would revenge them for us, by shivering the 
Plantagenet "Seventy Four" to pieces, and 
sending her officers without an exception to 
the Devil. Willing to toV omi Vo^'Sk \^x 
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safety upon the chance of catching at, i 
clinging to the last piece of a plank that mi 
be found remaining from the wreck. 

Nor had I forgotten the transactions 1 
took place in the month of October folL 
ing, off the Cap^j when England's cham] 
lost his ^ Life lines." Those ten months of 
lives, or until we escaped to the French Co 
remain yet to be chronicled among the lege 
of seamen, and must be left, for considerat 
hereafter. 

Your unalterable Friend, 
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LETTER X. 

XT KVER DEAR 1. 

I must beg leave to ask you, to accept my 
apology for the jdigressions made in my last ; 
and shall ever hope, that if my feelings should 
become so extremely excited in future, as to 
lead me again so remote from the subject, and 
the task which I have promised and underta- 
ken ; and, which I am well aware, you have so 
just a right to expect : and whatever such di- 
gressions may be hereafler, (should there be 
any) I shall indulge myself with the fond hope 
that my performance, or the incidents introdu- 
ced may compensate 

But enough of this. We had not seen the Sun 
during the four preceding days, but when we 
were in our greatest moments of peril, he broke 
through the clouds and seemed to lake ^one kind 
(but short) look," as though in pity upon, 

»Our poor deluded B&rq}ie" 

but, was very soon obftcuxed^ '\W^» ^^o^^'^ 
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remarkable, that two Comprosants regularly 
took stations soon after dark, directly in the 
" houns" and lee, of both fore and main masts 
for three successive nights ; and retained their 
situations, notwithstanding the violent manner, 
in which the vessel was tossed by the Tempest ; 
they were very bright, and apparently about the 
bulk of a persons fist : the impression which I 
received on first viewing these brilliant messen- 
gers was very far from being pleasant, which 
was no doubt in a great measure attributable 
to the many long, and tough '< Legends^ that are 
ever passing the round, (as facts) of what oc- 
curred after the visits of a " Comprosant" It 
has, ever been considered as ominous of the ill 
fate of the Crew. But in a short time they be- 
came familiar, and I could not but view them 
as brilliant and princely little messengers, sent 
to us as the harbinger of something better ; and 
while absent in day light, I could not but de- 
sire their return ; and when they became again 
visible at evening, I gazed updt^ them with 
much satisfaction ; you, perhaps nmf ciall this 
the effect, or force of habit; call it ^MfQat you 
may, it had the effect to cheer dud keep my 
miad easy ; and also, iYvom o1 tccf c^ks^^ksjioqa 
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in tribulation^ for they, often expressed a strong 
desire to see them, when absent. 

I forgot to mention to you in the proper 
place, of the worship that was held on board 
the vessel on Sunday; of the very eloquent and 
appropriate discourse that was delivered, of the 
fervent, and devout prayers and aspirations, 
that were uttered for the calming of the winds 
and " Rebuking the Tempest ;" as well as for 
the " speedy termination of the voyage," &c, 
&c. Whether these prayers were "an abomina- 
tion" or not, I cannot say ; at all events they 
were not as it is said, like those of the righteous, 
that " availeth much ;" for they in fact had not 
as yet, availed us any thing at all ; notwith- 
standing the person who offered them, had for 
a number of days previous, and subsequent, 
both early and late, invoked his Gods', and ten- 
dered his orisons " without ceassing." At the 
close of his discourse on Sunday, our American, 
made a few very pertinent observations to us, 
and proposed that, he would deliver us a dis- 
course; or make a few remarks on the succeed- 
ing Sunday, should our procrastinated voyage 
not terminate previous : this being Saturday, he 
reminded us of the promiB^Yift YaAtc^^^n'^^^ 



108 SCENES ON 

although we had not forgotten the engagement, 
still we did not expect it to be fulfilled j suppo- 
sing the promise to be merely a jest ; besides 
we expected nothing of the man ; his appear- 
ance reminded me of the interrogation in scrip- 
ture, " can any good thing come out of Naza- 
reth ?" I could therefore expect that but little 
if any good could emanate from so perfect a 
Dough Faced personage,whose deportment was 
uncouth ; a face without a single mark of ex- 
pression, and his demeanor quite uninteresting 
and even unpleasant. We nevertheless on the 
succeeding day, listened to him. His manner 
was altogether different, he was mild, persua- 
sive and interesting ; his ideas were very singu- 
lar, and the train of his thoughts peculiar, and 
altogether different from any thing of the kind I 
ever before heard advanced ; their boldness 
and originality too, I could not but admire, and 
his hitherto unprepossessing exterior, was per- 
fectly changed in ray imagination, by his per- 
suasive rhetoric — He commenced 

My Brethren, 

'* Nothing is more fashionable in these 
modern times among ceiVAAn c\^s»ai^ ^^casx Ns^ 
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Inake great professions of religion, and nothing 
more unfashionable than to practise such pro- 
fessions only in name. 

Religion, what is it ; a mystery T truly a mys- 
tery ; and so far from being true as it has been 
often said, that where mystery begins religion 
ends, is a mistake, it is in fact among the great* 
est of all mysteries ; and even natural religion 
itself, begins with the greatest of all mysteries ; 
the self existence and Eternity of God. For my 
own part, I cannot conceive how an eternity 
can be passed, unless it was once present ; nor 
how that can b^ once present, that never had a 
beginning." 

**Much I have heard said too, my Breth- 
ren, with regard to the " efficacy of prayer,** 
but I am not aware that I have ever known any 
beneficial effecls derived from it whatever. I 
view it merely as an ebullition of the mind, 
that gives relief to fear ; as shedding the sym- 
pathetic tear, does to grief; or the smile, to 
pleasure or joy ; or violent ravings to anger.'* 

" If a person asks for any thing in prayer, 
however unreasonable or inconsistent ; and not- 
withstanding its being totally im^a&lhlQ &r 
him to expect to obtam Vi\» xeQ5»to^ '^^x^'^a^ 
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not any person will presume to say to him that 
he has done unwisely ; because it is considered 
uncivil and indecorous to interrupt, or ridicule 
persons at their devotions ; but if a person 
should make a demand of the same, or similar 
things which are often asked for in prayer : for 
instance, to make a demand of rain in time of 
drowth ; (which it is quite common to pray for) 
or, to command the tempest to cease, or any 
thing of a similar nature, he would be called an 
Ideot, a maniac, and fit only for a Lunatic As- 
sylum ; when in fact, he is as likely to obtain 
the thing required, by a demand of it, as he 
would be by supplication. For my own part, 
I must confess that I have never possessed suf- 
ficient penetration to discover that peculiar ef- 
ficacy of prayer ; nor, have I ever been ena- 
abled to discover any benefits derived there- 
from, either directly or indirectly, however 
much may have been said upon the subject. 
And as I have no faith in it, I shall therefore 
issue my mandate to rebuke the Storm, and 
calm the Tempest, although I have probably no 
more faith that the command will be obeyed, 
than I have in praying for fine weather, and 
lio ving the prayer anaweted \ ox no tMm ^^^ 
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haps, than Peter had when he made his vain 
attempt to walk upon the water.'* 

** Winds I I command you to cease, and re- 
turn to your former calmness ; and you waters, 
to cease your agitation, or I will reduce you to 
a state of dull inaction, bordering upon anni- 
hilation. 

That moment a simultaneous flash of light- 
ning and peal of thunder ensued, before which 
all other lightnings were as nothing, and all pre- 
vious thunders as a mere whisper ; a confused 
hissing noise ensued, like to Hills of Sand sink- 
ing into a vale ; or as the rustling of dried leaves 
before an Autumn wind. The tempest ceased, 
the Lake became calm, and light breezes of the 
East wind succeeded the boisterous blasts from 
the Southwest ; the clouds dispersed, and the 
bright Orb of Day broke forth and gilded 
with his brilliant rays our distressed and fra- 
gile wreck of a vessel ; and when consternation 
was evidently ensuing, our Orator remained 
calm, and proceeded, and took his text in the 
XII. 48th of Luke, But Jesus said unto him, 
Judas, betrayest thou the Son of Man with a 
kiss? — 

He proceeded, and Ujo\l ^ ^XL<sts5i. x>k^ t&. 
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treachery in the abstract, as to be seen among 
the quadrupeds up to our own species ; not for- 
getting the treachery of the Serpent to our im- 
mortal first Parent ; he passed thence through 
the Scriptures perfectly at his ease, selecting 
out traitors, (with as much apparent facility as 
a youth would pick up pebbles) not forgetting a 
Shimei, nor a Delilah, with many others until 
he at length came down to '' Judas Iscariot,** 
the subject of his text ; here he made a pause-— 
and then, adverted to the petty every day trai- 
tors, that were at all times to be found among 
us ; and observed that theirs was a trivial busi- 
ness, that seldom or never amounted to any 
thing more than a few dollars and cents. But 
when he came to advert again to the treachery 
of Judas, he treated it as a subject of more than 
ordinary interest and importance, and one that 
mankind did not appear to realize the benefits 
derived therefrom ; that there was (generally 
speaking) a great want of charity for the per- 
son who had voluntarily degraded and disgra- 
ced himself, and manifested his willingness 
to suflbr all the obloquy, and all the oppro- 
brium by a voluntary act of his own treach- 
ery, to the infinite sou oi Q^ ^ox >Scl^ x^ 
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detnption of a fallen and lost World ; and closed 
with some beautiful remarks on the subject of 
Charity: he very delicately, and with much 
defFerence and feeling, reminded us that we 
ought not to look upon Judas any longer as an 
outcast, as he was considered ; and that inas- 
much, as professing Christians, sustained their 
backsliding sisters and brethren through chari* 
ty alone; and that charity and forbearance should 
at least be extended to the One, who had taken so 
important and so decided a part in this magnifi- 
cent scheme; that " the Prophesies might thereby 
be fulfilled ;" — that the Saviour might be Cruci- 
fied, for the redemption of a lost world, &c. 

The afternoon was remarkably pleasant, 
with a clear atmosphere and for the first time 
in a number of days we saw the sun set, and in 
proud majesty beneath an open Horizon to the 
Westward. 

Worn out with fatigue, but renewed in ajri. 
rits, I retired to my silent and damp couch ; 
pondering upon the things which I had heard, 
and with a train of ideas which I had never be* 
fore cast a solitary reflection upon. The ques- 
tion that first obtruded, was ; why may not 
mankiad worship all tboa© ^\io \«^'^ t;^>«j. 

1% 
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this important drama, as well as worship the 

One ? I was soon aroused from mv reverie to 

go upon deck, where I viewed a Splendid Star 

light night, and altogether one of the most Bril- 

lient Aurora Borealis I ever before witnessed f 

bass'd upon what we might have supposed to 

have been a very dark cloud, (had not the Stars 

been distinctly visible within the space) and 

forming a segment of a circle in the Northern 

Sky, extending in the Horizon from West 

North West, to East North East ; the whole 

forming a beautiful and prismatic colored arch 

or bow, the extreme altitude of which wa« 

about 45^, but emitted strong and splendid 

rays of light, that flashed and streamed quite 

into the zenith. 

During the night the sea run down, the Lake 
was calm ; day light at length broke upon us, 
and the morning Sun arose clear, brilliant and 
in Splendid Majesty, from beneath a bright, 
smooth, transparent surface, bounded by the 
open Horizon of the Mighty Lake Huron. 

The weather was very calm and fine, the 
surface of the Lake presented a silvery appear- 
ance, not unlike a vast plain or Mirror, from 
which objects at that tkoft ^oie x^^<^\s^^^\sl^. 
^erjr beautiful and aingoUx tdaxov^^* 
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We distinctly saw the Island from which we 
had originally taken our departure, at so remote 
a distance to the Westward, that it appeared 
nearly even with the Horizon, and not unlike 
the back of a " Huge turtle" upon the surface 
of the water. 

Our cask of whiskey was hauled along side 
and hoisted on board, and as it had been of 
such vast and important service for the recov- 
ery of the vessel, we did not know but it might 
prove equally beneficial to Ourselves, being 
much fatigued we ventured and took a faithful 
survey of its contents much to our satisfaction ; 
our pious friend himself did not refuse upon 
this occasion, and worshiped at the shrine of 
Bacchus with more than one copious libation; he 
became much more sociable, even merry, and 
so musical that he entertained us with some fine 
hymns ; but when he came to compliment the 
decanter with a reeling grasp, we reproached 
his insincerity, and ridiculed his hypocrisy, and 
set him to work at the pumps, but as the wea- 
ther was calm our leak was less troublesome. 

We succeeded this day in takiiig a fine trout, 
which would not have disgraced the table of a 
President and would liK^e ^Tweft. ^ ^^c»s2sss««. 
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treat to us, had we possessed trimmings and the 
means to have dress'd it, we did not murmur 
however as it was. 

The vessel remained quite Stationary during 
the day ; all hands were again employed in en- 
deavouring to dislodge the great mass of Ice, 
which still kept her low in the water. Our 
salt being expended, we started the brine from 
the fish Barrels in the hold, and made a careful 
distribution of it over the ice, but having no 
axe we made but slow progress in this neces- 
sary, and to us important work. 

The day being calm, the fatigue and long 
confinement very tedious, with a melancholy 
reflection upon the past, and an anxioiui 
solicitude for the future, I fell into a profound 
reverie, which produced a most singul:ur train 
of thought. 

Adieu. 

M. 
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LETTER XL 
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iCy last left me in a "brown study.^— 
lere, or who thought I, was the Divinity 
t presided over these waters with such 
intless destructive, and implacable fury 7 had 
accepted what He with violence had taken 
n us, as an offering or sacrifice of ours 7 or, 
', he obeyed the mandate of our American 
nd 7 or, what could have been the cause of 
fine a change in the weather 7 I indulged 
self with the pleasing hope that he who had 
us, had interceded, and the hitherto impla- 
le Deity was appeased, and that it was him 
oat this time, 

— .--^ — — -^ «« Smooth'd the Sea, 

Dispeird the darkness, and restor'd the day." 

Such were the Ideas that occurred to me 
beholding the magnificent splendor of the ri* 
f8UD0 My " brown study" ^toAxvc^^^^^^^ 
'ag — Tribute. 
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NEPTUNE'S DISCOMFITURE. 

Through the Canal, Neptune made, his way from 
Ocean, 

And entered the Lakes with Trident in hand. 
The Elements frantic, were aj] in commotion. 

The arrogant ^ Sea God" assum'd the command. 

The " Spirit of Storms," who never grows weary. 

Bade His Lightnings descend, he rent the blue s 
While Neptune before had not been on Erie ; 
Dismay'd, call'd assistance, but none was there nigfa 

Save the rocks, and tho quicksands, and coasta •* Boc 
with Iron," 
Which kind Nature had placed as barriers there. 
For the «* Gods of the Woods," and the Satyr's to daz 
on. 
And the new married wife of Neptune's proud ca 

** iBolus" he pip'd too, under his former commission 
The ** Sea God" he turn'd to view who was there 

Wrecked his Barque was, and sad his condition. 
For the wind God alone was Omnipotent here. 

Our Lake Seamen true, who knew well their duties, 
Tho' the proud billows frown'd were still undisnai 

Though Elements conspired, with Fale and the Furi 
Rode out the storm, and safe ** Havens" they mai 

But Neptune being shipwreck'd in these new dominla 

Abash'd and asham'd made his retrogade home, 
Our Idtke Seamen too, had aViotiv ^lomV'A '^>sivcnA 
A "Trophy** which Vi\gVi*m\.Vkc\iC^V^mv5\»'^ 
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The Gods of the Ocean, with their subordi- 
nate Deities, have long since been, and still 
continue to be lauded in Legendary and classic 
lore. Had they progress'd so far in modern 
science and the arts as to pattern after, and 
follow the white Mans footsteps in his gigantic 
strides for wealth, as to crowd the " red man'* 
from the ** hunting grounds," in which he had 
been originally placed by the hands of his 
Creator? 

It would seem so, and as tho' they had 
just arrived, and taken possession of dominions 
that were not their own, and that this " War 
of the elements," was occasioned by the con- 
tention and necessity, that the gods of these 
waters were driven to, not only to protect, but, 
to defend themselves, and repel base obtruders. 

These were the substance of some remarks 
which I made to the Mate. 

He very promptly replied to me, that 
Neptune had no control whatever over these 
Waters, and to demonstrate the assertion, 
stated that upon a former voyage being bound 
down Lake Erie, they had been much per- 
plexed with adverse gales and ha.d Vi^'^iXw ^!KS5^'^ 
iimen ddven back, with lYi^ \o^ ^S. ^"^^^^^^^^^ 
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and foretop mast, and was once struck down 
by a sudden squall and lost the whole of 
their deck freight : (and continued) " various 
were the conjectures which I had about 
these matters during the time. We at length 
however took a strong wind from the west- 
ward, (fair,) and upon this occasion when we 
found ourselves happily going ** off large'' and 
with a flowing Sheet making rapid progress 
through the water to the North East, and 
having several persons on board that were 
continually at their devotions, I began to think 
that Neptune did control these] inland fresh 
water sea?, as well as the briny ocean, and that 
he had heard the prayers of our "pious passen* 
gers," and in order to quiet and relieve their 
fears, had placed his " marine team " at the 
bows of our vessel. A sudden whistling of the 
wind I actually took for the sound of Tritons 
crooked Conch Shell ; I therefore felt confident 
that the Sea Horses were before us, and that 
the Trumpeter was marshalling his Marine 
attendants to take us under his special protec- 
tion ; and that it was the actual, and alone 
cause, of our advancing with such astonishipg 
rapidity through the waltw "VlVSift t^»s^i&&s|, 
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at the helm and indulging in these thoughts, I 
-was perfectly astonished and amazed at one of 
the most beautiful female figures that vras ever 
gazed upon by the eyes of mortal, close upon our 
Starboard quarter ; by her splendid features, ex- 
pressive countenance, dark hazel eyes and fine 
flowing sea green tresses, I soon recognized her 
to be one of the attendant sea nymphs of Tri- 
ton; and as she moved light and in graceful 
majesty over the angry surges, she hailed and 
soon undeceived me about my conjectures with 
regard to Neptune, briefly remarking that 
there had been for some time, and that there 
•was still negotiations pending between the 
God Neptune, and the Goddess of the woods 
Diana, and it was expected that an alliance 
would be the result. Mercury had been 
designated as the messenger to negotiate, but 
before any contract would be ratified, Neptune 
had dispatched his trumpeter under convoy 
of Mercury, with a few sea nymphs and other 
marine attendants, to examine and report the 
situation of these new dominions ; and not yet 
having any control over these waters, they 
had been very much annoyed in the prosecu- 
tion of their object, by reipeaX^^di ^xA^T^wssfl^ 
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Storms: the equal of which they had neve 
before witnessed ; and not having fallen in wii 
any , vessel previous, she express'd a desire i 
see the Crew, of whom she spoke in vei 
flattering terms; that they met her decide 
approbation, that they appeared well adaptc 
to such hardy enterprize, and that she had i 
doubt they would acquit themselves well upc 
any occasion. 

This she might well have done, for we at ths 
time had as fine a set of men as ever reefed 
topsail, or knotted a rope yarn. 

In continuation of her remarks, she state 
that she was apprehensive there were son 
persons on board of us, whose prayers wei 
too frequent and too lengthy; that there wei 
too many Gods invoked, that it was difficult fc 
them to understand distinctly, what the desire 
of the petitioners were, as some prayed ft 
one thing, some another ; and each of the Goc 
wishing to render their services, a collisic 
arose among them, which was in fact the cans 
of all this stormy and adverse weather. Ar 
while in the act of pledging her assurance of f 
tare assistance and protecliou to Lake Marine; 
generally, should the anXici^^Xe^ ^\^\iK.^ ' 
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consutnmated^ a sudden sound for the moment 
attracted my attention, which I at first took to 
be produced by the Shell of Triton ; but upon 
turning again to the Sea Nymph, she had van- 
ished ; I discovered my mistake, and that it was 
nothing but the whistlings of the wind through 
the rigging, which I for the moment supposed 
was produced by the Shell of Neptune's Trum- 
peter. 

Several years afterwards, when I fell in with 
the same mate, (who by the bye at the time had 
charge of a very respectable vessel upon the At- 
lantic) he informed me that this alliance had ac- 
tually taken place, and was ratified four years 
afterwards, amidst the roar of artillery, the 
rejoicings of the people, and the astonishment of 
Nations. 

But, (continued he) the God Neptune did not 
" wive" the goat footed God of the Woods, Pan, 
as was reported at the time ; but he was united 
to the Goddess of the Woods, Diana, as the Sea 
Nymph had told me. Why would, or what 
object could a God have in marrying a God? 
It is true (he said) that aliho' the Goddess 
Diana had observed, and persisted in the most 
rigid chastity, and had \ie^xi dw^XL \.^ '^sja 
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cessity of inventing many ingenious projects to 
avoid the caresses, and escape the violence of- 
fered at different times by her various suitors ; 
but after having been wooed a long time by this 
Grod, her heart at length began to yield and 
overflow with feelings of gratitude ; and when 
she reflected upon the vast and immense sacri- 
fices that had been made, both of time and mo- 
ney to promote this alliance ; navigable rivers 
had been created, through hitherto inaccessible 
rocks ; Mountains had been removed, and the 
order of nature nearly changed. These waters 
too, which had hitherto been considered perpet- 
ually separate, were now united, flowed, and 
mingled with those of the Briny Ocean. 

After reflecting upon these things, she began 
to anticipate and realize that incalculable bene- 
fits might be derived therefrom ; not only to the 
present, but to generations yet unborn, by this 
union ; but above all, when she beheld the ap- 
proach and the splendid retinue of her Marine 
Suitor, the mild and venerable Majesty of his 
appearance, while urging on his steeds with 
his trident ; his trumpeter Triton Naaids, Sea 
Nymphs and other marine attendants in their 
magmfieent tram ; she was oNexcoxoa ^xA \»* 
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gan to love the old seafaring man of wars man. 
He seated and conducted her to his own domin- 
ions, where the marriage was consummated^ 
and celebrated with all the pomp and magnifi- 
cence imaginable. 

The pledge which had been given by the 
Sea Nymph at the time, (he observed) had 
been faithfully kept; for the Lake Mariners 
have had the most astonishing and uninterrupt- 
ed success in the prosecution of their business, 
under the equal and gentle sway with which 
this God Neptune had presided over these wa- 
ters, since he took the control. 

I was as much amused with the foregoing re- 
cital or relation of the Mate, as I had been dis- 
gusted with the prayers and discourse of our 
Pious Friend, or interested with that of our 
American Infidel ; it seemed to aid in passing 
the time of another day ; and altho' time is 
said to be rapid in his movements, we found 
Him to us, like an enemy, unpleasant, and 

tedious. 

Truly Yours, Adieu, 

M. 



xa 
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I presume you sincerely hope that I shall 
soon " have done" with my digressions : Well, 
" be ye yet patient, and I have done.** 

As usual, night again succeeded day, and our 
situation was as truly deplorable as you could 
possibly imagine ; but not quite as desperate as 
the day previous, when we lay a perfect wreck 
upon our ^^ Beam ends " and sinking ; when fif* 
teen minutes longer in that situation, would in 
all probability have carried us to the bottom. 

We were nevertheless cheerful, although our 
feelings were different at this time, from what 
they were twenty days previous when we left 
Port ; a passage hitherto unprecedented for 
length, in the annals of Lake Navigation, in a 
then fine well found vessel ; but now a crippled, 
disabled, shattered hulk, with our sails destroy- 
ed or rendered useless, our spars some gone, 
and others badly cripp\ed\ ^xAViix^ \x!^\«r«^ii^ 
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Ice, She hardly had the appearance of a vessel. . 

A gallant crew too, that enjoyed themselves 

hke every other seaman, when in good health 

and>pirlts, anticipating a short run through the 

.ititei/when ihey would have nothing to do, 

iit^t^eason being closed) but to dismantle their 

.:*3^i|r!Si:]>Jget" paid off," and expend their hard 

i^^i^^^'V 'Bat times had changed, and so bad 

.•Ms^/?^ a. set of fine fellows, to as many half 

-jSM^^iaii dcbiliiated fugitives. 

M^^^l^^atlcfloe of the Mate too, had become 

-jflij^"'*feXhati3.lfeJ : he muttered nothing but the 

im^firBgijT^^strange and incoherent oalha that 

■^S^'sfttt-ppssTbly devise or invent: and which 

^i{4^^-^$Ve'piizzclled the imagination of the 

ii:i]>t|Bt\t Poet to liave equalled ; but stuck 

fc-,f -tlood leech, that we should have 

.ih^lfie "Northward and West" very 

si^'Jl^iv^icatJng tiis opinions altogether upon 

tlfe'^^irtKern lights, which had taken place for 

two. nights, in succession. 

Our desires were, for an East wind, that 
would have wafted us back to the Island of 
Mackinaw then in sight, as the season was so 
far advanced, that it waa im'j.TM&.wa. Ssn. -sas^ 
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ship master to keep his vessel at sea, in the con- 
dition which we then were. But it seems the 
good Deity, who presided over our destinies did 
not comply with our desires ; or in other words 
we were not so fortunate. About noon, the sky 
became overcast, and an undulating sea began 

to rise from the Northward ; wind was.conse- 

"*'■ . ' 
quently expected from the same quarter ;;ind . 

* *• '?• 

altho', it would be fair it promise<l^iasf'pi>t 
much in the improvement of our conditioli^^uji- 
less it pontinued long enough to waft udTtp^fhe. 
Southern extremity of the Lake ; for if it sho^Icl 
have died away, and left us becalmed in- any 
place, and sprung up from another quarter^' we 
should have been compelled to run bfeforfe^it"; 
and thus might have been buffeted abou^^ frojn 
one part of the Lake to the other, untUl.OijFJfWJ- 
sel had become like the " Spectre; SfeipjJ^.wftli 
our famished, perished and frozen bd^ieailike 
as many motionless statues, distrubuted* m. vari- 
ous ghastly and grining attitudes, througlrout 
the different parts of the vessel. 

It would have been perfectly justifiable, to 

have stranded the vessel in the condition which 

wc then were ; and it would have been done, had 

it not been for reasons xYve iwi^X Oo^SaxM^ ^Jofc 
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want of provisions, and no possible chance of 
obtaining any thing of the kind, throughout a 
trackless desert of several hundred miles ; and 
this too, in one of the most rigorous seasons of 
the year. 

As had been anticipated by the Mate, the 
wind sprung up fresh from the Northwest about 
2 P. M. A requisition wa« immediately made 
for the fore top sail, which was bent to the yard, 
and with much difficulty " swayed aloft ;'' " up 
helni;"vwas the order, and the course of the ves- 
sel was once more shaped to the Southward, 
with an ardent and fond hope to reach a Cli- 
mate, that would be more congenial to our 
comfort ; where we might receive more mild 
treatment than we had yet met with : or in oth- 
er w<MJjfe, we had a very strong desire to leave 
Lakk H'uron ; and if we could not leave 
it by tfie usual and customary passag^,.our de- 
sires, were to leave it at any rate, let the conse- 
quences be what they might.- ■ ■ 

At sun rise in the morning the flying jib was 
introduced, and made to answer the purpose of 
a studding sail, our fore top mast serving as an 
out rigger. 

"Preventer stays,** weieB!l^o\\?}^^Vsi^efc^'^'^ 
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the main mast; and the sail having under^ 
a temporary repair was bent, hoisted, an« 
the wind freshened (accompanied with sn 
we made rapid progress through the w; 
once more upon a course, that led us homew 
At ten A. M. heavy peals of thunder tc 
West of us, a cast of the lead, gave us six ] 
oms, rocky bottom. This rocky shoal ext 
fifteen miles in the Lake, and together " 
the thunder, has ever been considered as g 
a Beacon for this place, as a Light House, 
were also aware of the time of our passing 
mouth of Saginaw Bay, by the bad " cross 
which we encountered; altho', it was 
what is called "Egyptian darkness," — it cej 
snowing in the morning, weather thick, "^ 
strong, and the vessel went rapidly a head. 
2 P. M. the weather lighted up, so that 
made 'the land off our Starboard Beam,aQd 
supposed to be a considerable distance to 
Southward of the point " au barques ;" in 
hour after it was plainly visible off our 
board bow, and it was very soon distinctl 
be seen both sides, and ahead of us ; at sui 
we feasted our vision with a view of the 
sought for rivers ino\ilV\\\\.^\i^^x\ti^^^^x^' 
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TuUy noted : as the wind lulled, and soon after 
left us perfectly becalmed. Judge of our feel- 
iigs at that critical moment, tvhen our hopes 
Bvere again disappointed. I, in fact felt as 
though we were trifled with ; of course you 
ijvill imagine that I was out of humour, I truly 
Felt as though I ought to be. 

However patience, thought I once more. 
!rhe dead roll of the sea was very heavy, and 
the vessel soon swinging round into the troughs, 
labored so excessively hard, that the main 
mast gave way in the partners, (where it had 
been badly sprung) and was pitched over 
board. Some solicitude prevailed about get- 
ting clear from the wreck of it ; we received 
one sever-e blow in the run just beneath the 
transom, before we succeeded in detaching it ; 
but sustained no other injury than its loss. 

Another dark and anxious night set *in, 
which was rendered infinitely more so, oa 
iccount of our proximity with the land ; the 
vessel rolling very deep, seemed to strain upon 
syery spike that held her together ; our leak of 
course became more troublesome than it had 
ever been, but we did not despair, altho' we 
were almost in immediate d^xvgpx ol Sa>3SNr 



132 8CIINE8 ON 

dering, ag well as the very great apprehensi 
we had of being drifted on shore, by the " he 
of the Sea ;" which would have very soon 
an end to our toils and anxieties. In this si 
tion our Pious Friend must once more obti 
himself into our company, and xendered hin 
(I cannot say so useful) more than usually < 
spicuous, by falling upon the joints of his lo 
limbs ; and broke out in the most vehement 
vociferous prayers you could possibly imag 
The Mate passing along, exclaimed to 1 
** Shut up your mouth you Incubus, Night W 
you ; you'll have it full of sand before mornii 
He soon arose and undertook to lecture u 
what he called the Laws of God, He was 
buked in a very gentlemanly manner, and 
formed that the Law of " Self Preservation 
that critical moment, was paramount to 
Laws of God ; and that he must be so coi 
scending as once more to "man the pum 
and cease his prayers, or a law would be lo 
that would pitch him neck and heels overboE 
with much apparent reluctance he wen 
work. 

A Utile after three o'clock in the morning 
wind sprung up fresh frotalJftft '^ox^'^^^x. 
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the vessel was once more (and for the last time 
upon Lake Huron) squared away before it. 

This would have been hazardous; imprudent, 
and extremely presumptuous under any com- 
mon circumstances, in so dark a night ; but this 
was our only alternative, we were in fact justi- 
fied, for ours, was like a case related by the 
immortal Falconer: 

** A leaky ship embay'd by dangerous land ,** 
and truly like it, for we were compell'd 



-"to bear away, 



Our hopeless state could suffer no delay. 
Nor could we thus, bereft of every sail, 
Attempt to steer obliquely on the gileJ 



»» 



We were close upon a "lee shore," and near 
the river's mouth; and could not for one mo* 
cnent think of keeping the Sea any longer ; our 

« 

necessities therefore being such, we -were dA 
ven to this dernier resort, and to trust the result 
to Hin^sWho had hitherto sustained us. 

With great anxiety, each man had involuiw** 
tarily placed himself upon the look out, amidst 
Egyptian darkness. We had no light— 

<' To guide our shattered Barque from wreck.'' 

The wind increased to peBixV^ «i ?ji\fe» ^\j«8«l 

li 
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at five A. M., at an anxious and expecting m<v 
ment, when the breakers were distinctly heard 
roaring around us, both Sea and wind suddenly 
and unexpectedly left us ; we were in a perfect 
and dead calm^ our sails which had been strong- 
ly distended one moment previous, fell like rags 
to the mast ; the Mate at the same instant ex- 
claimed with a tremendous oath, that we were 
in the rapids ; this was really the pleasing fact, 
we were truly in the mouth of the river ; and 
had left what had been to us a Lake of extreme 
hardships and sufieriog, without the slightest 
reluctance whatever. But we nevertheless^ had 
a strong desire to cast one '* lingering look*' 
upon the waters, which had entomb'd our honest 
and good cook, and which had been the scene 
of such perplexing trials to us for the last twen- 
ty days. The current however, as regardless 
of our desires, as time is, or the storms had been, 
swept us rapidly away, and the thickness of the 
morning prevented our taking a visible adieu; 
yet still, we indulged ourselves with the pleasing 
recollection of his good services, as well as his 
pleasantries in life ; and we also cherished Uie 
fond hope that, he might have met HIM, who 
gave the call "time euougV ViVkW^^sBs&i.Va^ 
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and received a peaceful answer, and quiet rest- 
ing place for his good soul in death. 

This I presume was the sincere and ardent 
<lesire of his friends, (for he had many,) that it 
was of the vessel's company, is beyond a ques- 
tion. 

The apparent calming of the wind at the time 
we entered the rapids, was occasioned by the 
violent suck of the current which impelled the 
vessel so rapidly ahead, that for the moment, she 
apparently left the wind. In these rapids at such 
times, this is by no means an uncommon phe- 
nomenon. 

The welcome obtruder day light, soon broke 
upon us ; and this, together with the satisfactioa 
that we had of having left Lake Huron, in a 
measure relieved our very great anxieties. 
The sun arose clear but exceedingly cold; we 
were wafted however, smoothly down the cur- 
rent, and must have presented an appearance 
more like a floating curiosity than that of a ves- 
sel. We would gladly have landed for supplies^^ 
but the want of a boat rendered it totally im- 
practicable. 

At four o'clock P. M ., we had drifted do^mx 
within one mile of the enltaxv&^ \sx\o \js5^^ ^^ 
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favorable, soon wafted us over the shoals at the 
river's mouth, which had been much dreaded 
during the day. We whiled away another 
night in crossing the Lake ; and notwithstand- 
ing the rough assaults with which we had been 
beset, and the repeated threatenings of destruc- 
tion that had assailed us while upon Lake Hu- 
ron, and which our crew had so gallantly and 
undauntedly repelled, we found our crippled 
and disabled Schooner safe, snug, and quietly 
moored the following morning along side one of 
the wharves, abreast the city of Detroit, with 
our country's flag upon a jury mast, waving 
lighty but in proud majesty over her taffereL 
Your unalterable Friend, 
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CONCLUSION. 

XT VERY DEAR FEIENIS 

I cannot but tender you my acknowledg- 
ments with gratitude and thanks, for the many 
and highly esteemed favors I hare received 
from your hands. I am truly at a loss for words 
to express my feelings for your kindness, in de- 
tailing to me so minutely as you have done, the 
trying scenes through which (I had previously 
understood altho' indirectly) you had pas- 
sed ; and which I had long been extremely an- 
xious to learn the particulars, I was the more 
desirous from the circumstance of our juvenile 
acquaintance, as well as for the service which 
we had seen together, and the trials of both 
nerve and mind, through which you, my Broth- 
er, and myself passed, in the years 1805-6 and 
7 ; and of which I aope you will not forego 
your indirect promise . of Chronicleing to the 
world that, which was to ua, ^.ii eN^xi&!&ci!L\Rstss5^ 
of onr lives. I am the mote ^toiov^a Vs^ '^^ 
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as you was present at the last hours and mo- 
ments of my near, and ever dear relative. 

I have often thought that you too,^ have had a 
full share of the ills to which life is heir to : 
and as few of the enjoyments as most people. 
But when I take into consideration your long 
and distressing Chronic affection, the thought 
has frequently obtruded itself upon me, that you 
truly have had more of the evils than you had 
ever made any contract for. 

1 must therefore think that your experience 
in life, if applied may be made valuable to ma- 
ny who are travelling the. same Journey, but a 
little in the rear of us ; and may at the same 
time contribute to their amusement, [and as you 
and myself have approximated so near the end 
of our Journey, our activity being so much im- 
paired, we can make ourselves no longer useful. 
I shall therefore urge this request with the 
more force in order that it may be accomplish- 
ed before we embark upon the next, and long 
Journey, to that strange Country of which you 
have so often told me, you knew nothing at all 
about I repeat it, let us endeavor therefore to 
contribute all we can before we leave. 
Permit me once more to Vad^i^g^ xk^^Itw>^ 
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the fond hope of seeing another production from 
your pen soon. In the mean time, I shall ten- 
der my orisons to Him who rules the seasons, 
to grant that you may in future enjoy good 
health, and all the blessings of which Life is 
susceptible. 

With Sentiments of regard 

Truly Your Friend. 

J . 
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